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Reminder: Special Vehicle Registration Procedures for Foreign
Missions

Dealerships selling or leasing vehicles to members of foreign missions should be aware of the
unique registration process handled exclusively by the U.S. Department of State’s Office of
Foreign Missions (OFM). Local DMVs in Washington, D.C., Maryland, and Virginia do not
process vehicle titles or registrations for foreign diplomats or embassies.
Before completing a sale or lease, the dealership or buyer must request a Tax Exemption Letter
by emailing OFM-FMS@state.gov. The request should include:

e The buyer’s name and Personal Identification Number (PID)

e The foreign mission name

e Vehicle details (VIN, make, model, year, and color)

e Dealership information (name, contact person, email, and phone number)
Once the exemption is issued and the sale is finalized, the dealership or buyer must mail the
completed ownership documents to:

Foreign Mission Support Center (FMSC)
3507 International Place NW

Washington, D.C. 20008 f \ DIPLOMAT SFM

Following receipt, OFM will process

the title and registration. This
procedure ensures compliance with
diplomatic protocols and is critical
for avoiding delays or complications.
For further questions or to learn
e s S e 0 ¥t

more, dealers can visit state.gov/ofm
or contact OFM directly at OFM-
FMS@state.gov.

WANADA encourages all area dealers to familiarize themselves with these steps to ensure
smooth and compliant transactions when working with the diplomatic community. Dealers can
click here to access the flyer that OFM provided to WANADA on this topic.
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https://www.state.gov/ofm
https://wanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/One-Pager-DC-Jun-2025-Approved.pdf

Chevy Chase Acura Hosts Career Event for Latino Youth

Chase Acura recently collaborated
with Identity-Youth, a Montgomery SReSre ety
County-based nonprofit dedicated to : ‘
supporting underserved Latino youth,
to launch an Automotive Career
Pathways Program event at their
dealership. The initiative brought
together community leaders, elected
officials, and industry partners to
inspire and connect young people
with career opportunities in the
automotive sector. This event was the
formal launch of the program and
Chevy Chase Acura is serving as the e 'S - A 4
pﬂOt for this initiative. This program (Above) Chevy Chase Acura Vice Pesident and MADA Chairman Sam Weaver
will be made available to all MADA discusses automotive careers with the gathered audience. (Below) The many
and WANADA members soon. political notables gather for a photo op at the event.

Stayed tuned for details.

The event focused on building
awareness of the automotive
industry's many career pathways—
particularly in technical and service
roles—and highlighted the economic
potential these careers offer. It also
served to reinforce ongoing efforts
within Montgomery County Public
Schools (MCPS) to develop
workforce pipelines for high-demand
industries. ’

Prominent guests included Maryland Delegates David Fraser-Hidalgo and Greg Wims, along
with several Montgomery County Council Members include Council members, Balcombe,
Luedtke, and current member Friedson who is also a candidate for County Executive . Their
attendance underscored the importance of expanding career and technical education
opportunities for underserved communities. The event also received support from the Office of
Maryland Comptroller Brooke Lierman, the Maryland Automobile Dealers Association
(MADA), and WANADA.

This collaboration represents a meaningful step toward creating inclusive career pathways for
Latino youth, opening doors to well-paying jobs and economic advancement. By investing in the
next generation of technicians and dealership professionals, organizations like Identity—and
forward-thinking retailers like Chevy Chase Acura—are helping to strengthen both the local
workforce and the automotive industry as a whole.

WANADA was proud to support this event and applauds the leadership shown by all those
involved.
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Updates from Maryland MVA

The following reminders and updates appeared in the most recent newsletter from Maryland
MVA and have been included in full below in case you missed them:

Vehicle Transactions - Tips & Reminders

When requesting a change of address for an individual, please verify the new address is not
associated with a business, and if there is an apartment, include the apartment or unit number
Title or registration correction transactions must be submitted to the portal and not the
MDDTTS email box.
Issuing a temporary tag after the title and registration transaction has been done voids the
previous record. If a temporary tag is voided, please email MDDTTS@mdot.maryland.gov to
notify us, because it needs to also be voided in our system.
Transmittal sheets are to be scanned with title and registration documents.
Ensure all applications are completely filled out to avoid rejections.
NMVTIS Review- To avoid transactions going into NMVTIS Review, ensure the title number,
title state, and title issue date are entered correctly.
For purposes of calculating excise tax, the following are taxable items:

e  The retail purchase price

e The shipping or freight charges;
e After manufacture, items included with the vehicle at time of purchase and
e Manufacturer rebates.

***Only Dealer discounts and rebates, dealer trade-in allowances, extended warranties,
mechanical repair contracts, federal excise tax, equipment installed to accommodate a disabled
person, and ERT fees are NOT taxable.

Please refer to Transportation Article, $15-311.1 and Code of Maryland Registrations
11.15.33.04.

Current Registrations Fees

The fees collected should be according to class and Gross Vehicle Weight (GV W) of the vehicle.
If a customer was overcharged, the customer must be refunded by the dealer.

Some registration fees increased on July 1, 2025. Visit Vehicle Registration/Tag Fees for the
current list of registration and tag fees.

Interchangeable Dealer Tag Insurance Requirements

Auto Liability insurance is required at all times in order for a dealership to maintain Dealer
plates.

The MVA has made enhancements to our system that will automatically send a warning letter to
dealers if their auto liability insurance is within 30 days of expiration AND an additional letter
once the insurance expires.

Dealers will now be able to access a link on their business portal in order to update their
insurance information.

You must upload the Certificate of Liability Insurance (COI), not the insurance cards.

Please refer to the bulletin below: Bulletin-Interchangeable-plates.pdf (D-02-25-02)

Recent Bulletins

We recently issued two bulletins. Here they are in case you missed them:

Excise Tax for Rental Vehicles (D-06-25-04)



mailto:MDDTTS@mdot.maryland.gov
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gtr&section=15-311.1&enactments=false
https://dsd.maryland.gov/regulations/Pages/11.15.33.04.aspx
https://dsd.maryland.gov/regulations/Pages/11.15.33.04.aspx
https://mva.maryland.gov/about-mva/Pages/fees.aspx
https://mva.maryland.gov/businesses/Documents/bulletins/2025/Bulletin-Interchangeable-plates.pdf
https://mva.maryland.gov/businesses/Documents/bulletins/2025/Bulletin-Rental-Excise-Tax-Loaner-Exemption-06272025.pdf
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e Requests for Duplicate Titles (D-06-25-03)

If you have a topic, you’d like us to cover in a future newsletter, please send it to Kristin Orlando-
Dillahunt at korlando@mdot.maryland.gov.

What Auto Dealers Need to Know About the “Big Beautiful Bill”

President Trump’s sweeping new legislative package — dubbed the “One Big Beautiful Bill” —
brings major policy shifts that will directly impact auto dealerships across the country. The bill
includes provisions that could both stimulate and suppress different segments of the auto market.
Here’s what dealers need to know:

Auto Loan Interest Deduction: A New Selling Tool

A standout feature for our industry is the
new auto loan interest deduction,
effective from 2025 through 2028. This
provision allows consumers to deduct up
to $10,000 annually in interest on new
car loans — but only for vehicles
assembled in the U.S. and for buyers
with adjusted gross incomes under
$100,000 ($200,000 for joint filers).

r

For dealers, this presents a golden
opportunity to market qualified vehicles
more aggressively. Sales teams should be
equipped to explain how this deduction
can lower a buyer’s overall cost of
ownership — a critical selling point in a
high-rate financing environment.

EV Tax Credit Rollback: Prepare for Market Shift

The bill also eliminates all federal tax credits for electric vehicles effective September 30, 2025,
including the popular $7,500 credit for new EVs and the $4,000 credit for used EVs. This move
could cause a short-term spike in EV purchases before the deadline, followed by a potential drop
in demand, especially for mass-market models.

Dealers with EV-heavy inventories should consider fast-tracking sales initiatives through Q3
2025 and preparing for shifts in consumer interest post-phaseout.

Strategy Considerations
¢ Inventory planning: Emphasize U.S.-assembled vehicles to align with loan deduction
eligibility.
e Customer education: Ensure your finance and sales teams are trained to explain the
changing tax landscape clearly.


https://mva.maryland.gov/businesses/Documents/bulletins/2025/Bulletin-Paperless-Request-for-Duplicate-Title-06252025.pdf
mailto:korlando@mdot.maryland.gov
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e Marketing updates: Refresh online and in-store messaging to reflect these policy changes,
particularly around the new deduction and EV deadlines.

Bottom Line: While the bill removes key incentives for EVs, it introduces new consumer tax
benefits that dealers can use to drive showroom traffic — if you’re prepared. Make sure your
teams are up to speed, and position your inventory accordingly to turn policy shifts into sales
opportunities.

MDOT Dealer Survey on ADAS

The Maryland Department of Transportation of Transportation Motor Vehicle Administration
wants to learn how it can help support Dealers with sharing consumer information on Advanced
Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS).

What are Advanced Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS)? ADAS are automotive technology
features that have the potential to reduce traffic crashes tied to human error and save lives.
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, ADAS technologies include:

e Collision Warning: Forward collision warning, Lane departure warning, Rear cross
traffic warning, and Blind spot warning

e Collision Intervention: Automatic emergency braking, Pedestrian automatic emergency
braking, Rear automatic braking, Blind spot intervention

e Driving Control Assistance: Adaptive cruise control, Lane centering assistance, Lane
keeping assistance

e Other Systems: Automatic high beams, Backup camera, Automatic crash notification

Please complete this survey to help us better understand how you as a Dealership handle
educating your staff and customers on new vehicle technology. The survey deadline is July 31.

Save the Date: 2025 WANADA Annual Meeting

Mark your calendars now! The
2025 WANADA Annual Meeting
will take place on the evening of
Thursday, November 13, at the
Smithsonian Museum of
American History in Washington,
DC.

This year's event promises an
inspiring program and an elegant
setting in one of the nation's most
iconic museums. Mo re details,
including keynote speakers and
registration information, will be
shared in the coming months.



https://forms.office.com/g/um6s9tkQKm
https://forms.office.com/g/um6s9tkQKm
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https://www.bscamerica.com/

