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Fox News anchor Bret Baier spotlights national issues for WANADA 
dealers, praising “America’s resilience”  

 There’s a 65 percent chance tax reform will 

pass this year, though it may not include repeal of 

the estate tax. But it will likely include repeal of 

the individual mandate provision in the Affordable 

Care Act that requires all Americans to have health 

insurance, buying it on their own if necessary. 

Those were some of the predictions of Fox News 

anchor Bret Baier when he spoke at the WANADA 

Annual Meeting and Luncheon at the Ritz-

Carlton/Tysons Corner, VA, November 17, 2017. 

 

Baier, who has reported from all over the world for 

Fox News, talked about everything from his recent 

trip to Asia with the president to the harrowing first 

few days of his son’s life. He even offered a 

passable imitation of President Trump’s voice and 

manner of speaking.  

 

Baier’s own career has seen a meteoric rise that he attributes to hard work and fortunate timing. 

“I started with Fox when Fox started,” he said. The Atlanta bureau for FOX was the computer, 

phone and fax machine in his apartment.  

 

On the morning of September 11, 2001, Baier’s boss told him to go up to New York to cover the 

World Trade Center bombing. With the airports closed, he started driving from Atlanta, then 

stopped in Washington and reported on the bombing of the Pentagon as it burned behind him. 

Two weeks later, Baier became national security correspondent for Fox.  
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For a reporter covering the White House, as Baier does now, “every morning is like a Christmas 

present” because there’s so much news every day. President Trump has sent 1,690 tweets since 

he became president, most of them between 6 and 8 a.m each day.   

 

After Baier played golf with Trump in Florida before he started running for president, Baier 

realized that for Trump, “it’s all about the W[in]--he doesn’t care how he gets there, he’s got to 

win.”  

 

Right now, Trump’s win is the tax bill. Seven Senators are in different stages of “maybe,” but the 

chances are good that the bill will at least get to conference, Baier predicted. He gave the tax bill 

a 65 percent chance of passing this year, but said the final version may not include repeal of the 

estate tax.    

 

It’s no secret that most people in the 

Washington area are not Trump fans, said 

Baier. Many believe he has accomplished 

very little this year. But to his base, 

Trump’s first year in office has been a 

grand success.  

 

“If you’re a Trump supporter in the middle 

of the country, you’re excited about Neil 

Gorsuch being on the Supreme Court, 

about Clinton not being president, that 

abortion is being rolled back,” Baier said. 

“Trump is like a bull in the china shop in 

Washington, and his base likes that.”       

 

Closer to dealers’ concerns, Baier said that with Mick Mulvaney on deck to run the Consumer 

Financial Protection Bureau, big changes will be implemented at the agency and to the Dodd-

Frank finance reform.    

 

Asked what would help change the polarization of American politics, Baier said, “A lot of 

people on the Hill want to compromise, but they’re been forced back to their corners by their 

political parties.”  

 

He also referenced the need to deal with the gerrymandering of electoral districts across the 

country. A regional primary system is one possible solution, Baier said.  

 

“Trump’s election will change things,” said Baier. More businesspeople will run for president 

now, such as Howard Schultz, founder of Starbucks. (A recent analysis in The Washington Post 

said Schultz “sure sounds like a 2020 presidential candidate.”) 

 

“That’s what Trump’s election was about,” Baier said, “the frustration of not getting things done. 

Bernie Sanders was an example of that on the left.”  

 

Baier donates all his speaking fees to the Children’s National Medical Center. After his son was 

born with five congenital heart defects that were successfully treated by 8 hours of open heart 

surgery at the Medical Center.  

Attendees at WANADA’s 2017 Annual Meeting and Luncheon  
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“An event like that changes your life forever,” Baier said, noting that his son had two more open 

heart surgeries by the time he was 6 years old, and nine angioplasties. Now the boy is healthy 

and athletic.  

 

After his lunch presentation, Baier met with 

a number of WANADA members who 

stayed for an exclusive “fireside chat” 

hosted by Kindred-Line member Keith 

Lemer of WellNet Healthcare, the sponsor 

of the chat. A few observations from Baier 

at that session: 

 

 Former White House chief of staff 

Steve Bannon has more power 

outside the White House than when 

he was in it. “He’s successful in 

getting things done, which is helpful 

in stirring up the base.” 

 Republican candidate Roy Moore is 

likely to lose the Senate race in Alabama.  

 There will be more indictments in the Russia probe, but “I don’t know that it will get to 

Trump.” 

 Baier’s aim in his position at Fox: “I try to be a voice of reason and not get too carried 

away on any one thing.” 

 To those who say Trump has not accomplished anything in his first year: He has done a 

lot to roll back regulations. And “he’s changed the dynamic of the judicial system more 

than any other president.”  

Many citizens are concerned about the current rifts in the nation. But Baier is optimistic.  

“The country is resilient,” he said. “No matter what happens, America is what we make it.” 

 

WANADA Report celebrates dealer group’s 100th year and business-
friendly climate in Washington 

 Outgoing WANADA Chairman Charles 

Stringfellow gave an especially positive and 

noteworthy report to the membership on the state 

of the Washington area dealer organization and of 

the industry in an extraordinary year. He covered 

events such as WANADA’s 100
th

 anniversary 

gala at the Mayflower in Washington, DC, a very 

successful Washington Auto Show in February, 

and public policy wins by business against the 

Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) 

and the Department of Labor. 

 

This year has been another good one for the auto 

industry, Stringfellow said, with October sales at 

an 18.1 million annual sales rate, the second 

Fireside Chat after the WANADA Luncheon with Bret Baier 
(right) interviewed by sponsor Keith Lemer, WellNet 
Healthcare 

Charles Stringfellow, WANADA chairman, delivers 

2017 WANADA Report to membership  
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highest month in 2017. Year-end sales should again be well above 17 million.  

 

“Dealers have benefited from a more business-friendly public policy climate at the federal level 

in Washington, and on down to the states and localities as well,” Stringfellow said. For instance, 

the CFPB’s rule promoting class action lawsuits against financial institutions on consumer loans, 

including auto loans, was set aside by Congress.  

 

That move will “head off the costly litigation that would have resulted, driving up the cost 

of…new vehicles,” Stringfellow said. Congress was persuaded in part by NADA and the dealer 

associations of the Automotive Trade Association network, of which WANADA is a member.  

 

Another positive dealer result, Stringfellow said, was the defeat of the ill-conceived Border 

Adjustment Tax proposal in Congress. That effort was spearheaded by AIADA, which organized 

a dealer fly-in to lobby members of Congress.  

 

The federal courts have also become friendlier to business. One example is the action by the 

federal court in Texas striking down a Labor Department rule from the Obama administration 

that would have substantially increased the salary threshold that triggers employee overtime pay 

requirements. 

 

And a favorite dealer issue, repeal of the estate tax, was noted as being part of the current tax bill 

from the Trump administration, now before the House and Senate.  

 

WANADA worked with its sister associations in Maryland and Virginia this year to assist 

dealers as well. “VADA, with WANADA’s support, challenged Tesla in court on its unilateral 

move to expand its dealerless retail network in Virginia in violation of dealer licensing laws and 

its own agreement with the state’s Motor Vehicle Board a few years ago,” Stringfellow said. “In 

Maryland, MADA, with WANADA’s support, got helpful dealer performance standards enacted 

into law, which ensure fairer treatment of dealers by automaker franchisors,” he added.  

 

Stringfellow noted that the Maryland Auto Dealers Foundation last year honored the late Mike 

Murphy, WANADA’s CEO from 1955 to 1981, with its Legends Hall of Fame Award, presented 

to Mike’s son and successor at WANADA, Gerry Murphy.   

 

Stringfellow also recognized WANADA Board member Dottie Fitzgerald of Fitzgerald Auto 

Malls as WANADA’s nominee for the 2017 Time Dealer of the Year Award. For the Northwood 

University Dealer Education Award, Stringfellow said WANADA nominated Jim Gramm, 

Safford Automotive, who is slated to be honored at the 2018 NADA Convention. 

 

One of WANADA’s most prominent endeavors, The Washington Auto Show, just keeps getting 

better and more prestigious every year, Stringfellow said, commending 2017 Auto Show 

Chairman Geoff Pohanka and his committee. Washington is now known throughout the industry 

as the Public Policy Auto Show, as evidenced by the preeminent speakers on the Mobility Talks 

panels during Washington’s Auto Show Industry/Media Days, Stringfellow said.  

 

Chairman Stringfellow also highlighted WANADA’s work with NADA on dealership F&I 

administration, where NADA offers its Fair Credit Compliance Program. Correspondingly, 

WANADA teams up with the Kindred-Line member, JM&A to offer F&I best practices seminars 

which Stringfellow said have been very well received over the years. And with the participation 



 WANADA Bulletin # 46-17 November 30, 2017 Page 5 

 

 
 

of NADA attorneys and WANADA lawyer consultants, WANADA regularly presents Legal and 

Regulatory Briefings for dealer members throughout the year.  

 

The Auto Dealer Education Institute (ADEI) continues its good work advancing dealership 

career training through Montgomery College in Rockville, MD, and Marshall Academy in 

Fairfax County, VA, Stringfellow said. Students are trained to work for dealership service 

departments while they pursue a two-year NATEF-Certified work/study curriculum that results 

in their becoming line technicians.  

 

The employee benefits programs provided by WANADA’s Insurance Agency got a tip of the hat 

as well from Stringfellow, furnishing as is does much needed health and disability coverage for 

dealership personnel. 

 

One of the most impressive features of the dealer community has always been its generosity in 

times of need, Stringfellow concluded. “As has happened time and time again over the years, 

WANADA and its dealer members are there for worthy causes, particularly when disasters 

strike, like the devastating hurricanes that hit the U.S. Gulf Coast and the Caribbean earlier this 

fall,” Stringfellow said. WANADA made a particularly generous donation of $50,000 for 

hurricane relief in Puerto Rico.  

 

John Bowis takes over as chairman from Charles Stringfellow with 
election of 2018 WANADA Board  

 During the business portion of the Annual 

Meeting & Luncheon, Charles Stringfellow “passed the 

gavel” over to John Bowis of Chevy Chase Acura as 

WANADA chairman. A third generation Maryland 

dealer, John Bowis, follows his dad, Fred Bowis, as 

chairman of WANADA. Correspondingly, four dealers 

were elected, or re-elected to the WANADA Board for 

three-year director terms. 

 

The dealers elected to the 18 member WANADA Board 

were: Dottie Fitzgerald, Fitzgerald Auto Malls (returning 

for 2
nd

 term); Daniel Jobe, Capitol Cadillac (returning); 

Jamie Darvish, DARCARS (returning and stepping in to the position of treasurer) and Robert 

Hager (new director), Ourisman Automotive of Virginia. Stringfellow will continue on the Board 

as immediate past chairman.   

 

The total slate was put forth by the Nominating 

Committee to the WANADA membership at the 

luncheon meeting by committee chairman Dick 

Patterson. Members approved the slate by voice 

acclamation.  

 

The 2018 Executive Committee of the board will be 

John Bowis, Chevy Chase Acura, chairman; Kevin 

Reilly, Alexandria Hyundai, vice chairman; Chip 

Doetsch, Apple Ford/Lincoln, secretary; Jamie 

Darvish, DARCARS, treasurer; Charlie 

Outgoing Chairman Charles Stringfellow 

(left) with incoming Chairman John Bowis  

As Chairman of WANADA’s Nominating Committee  
Dick Patterson presents a slate of officers and 

directors for the 2018 WANADA Board  
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2018 WANADA Board of Directors 
(Seated from left to right) WANADA’s Executive Committee: Jamie Darvish, DARCARS, treasurer; Kevin Reilly, 
Alexandria Hyundai, vice chairman; John Bowis, Chevy Chase Acura, chairman; Chip Doetsch, Apple Ford/Lincoln,  
secretary; (2nd Row standing from  left to right) Ralph Mastantuono, Mercedes Benz of Alexandria, Insurance 
Committee chairman; Lou Cohen, BMW of Rockville; Melanie Funkhouser, Fair Oaks Chrysler Jeep Dodge; Charlie 
Stringfellow, WANADA immediate past chairman; John O’Donnell, WANADA president/CEO; Daniel Jobe, Capitol 
Cadillac, NADA director for MD; Dick Patterson, RRR Automotive, Nominating Committee chairman ; Dottie 
Fitzgerald, Fitzgerald Auto Malls; John Altman, Beyer Automotive Group (3rd row standing from left) Robert Farrell, 
Penske Automotive; Alex Perdikis, Koons Ford of Silver Spring; Jim Gramm, Safford Automotive Group; Geoff 
Pohanka, Pohanka Automotive, NADA director for Metro Washington; Bob Hager, Ourisman Automotive of VA; Tony 
Santy, Chesapeake Petroleum; and Tim Lynch, Offit & Kurman, WANADA Board Counsel. Not pictured Robert 
Fogarty, Jr., Sport Honda; John Ourisman, Ourisman Automotive, chairman of Washington Auto Show 

Stringfellow, immediate past chairman; Ralph Mastantuono, Mercedes Benz Alexandria, 

chairman, Insurance Committee; John Ourisman, Ourisman Automotive, chairman, Washington 

Auto Show; and John O’Donnell, president/CEO, WANADA.  

 

The other directors on the WANADA Board are John Altman, Land Rover of Alexandria; Lou 

Cohen, BMW of Rockville; Robert Farrell, Penske Automotive; Robert Fogarty, Jr., Sport 

Automotive; Melanie Funkhouser, Fair Oaks Chrysler/Jeep/Dodge; James Gramm, Safford 

Automotive; Dick Patterson, RRR Automotive; Alex Perdikis, Koons Ford/Silver Spring, and 

Tony Santy, Chesapeake Petroleum (Kindred-line representative).  

 

Geoff Pohanka is also the NADA director for Metropolitan Washington and Daniel Jobe is the 

NADA Director for Maryland. In that capacity, their role is to keep the WANADA Board 

informed of NADA business while keeping WANADA supportive of NADA leadership 

initiatives and programs. NADA has 58 geographic director seats plus several at-large seats. In 

addition to WANADA’s Metro Washington area represented on the NADA Board, there are 

several other major metro areas and all 50 U.S. states, with several states having more than one 

seat.   

 

The WANADA organization consists of the trade association, a business services corporation, 

the Auto Dealers Education Institute (ADEI) and the WANADA Community Support 

Foundation. Among other of its functions, WANADA produces the Washington Auto Show; 

WANADA Business Services administers the insurance agency, F.B.O. WANADA employer 

members; and ADEI oversees the Technician Development program.  
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Barbara Pomerance recognized for 30 plus years handling WANADA PR
 WANADA CEO John O’Donnell kept the Annual 

Meeting on course, recognizing the distinguished group at 

the head table representing NADA, MADA, VADA, the 

Better Business Bureau Washington Region, AIADA, and 

WANADA’s Executive Committee.  

 

O’Donnell also took time to recognize Barbara Pomerance, 

who for more than 30 years guided WANADA’s public 

relations for Washington area dealers no less than the 

communications for the Washington Auto Show, where she 

had a major part in increasing the show’s national and 

international prominence. “Barbara played a key role in the 

show’s current success as a tier one event on the industry’s 

global auto show circuit, O’Donnell said.  

 

“For more than three decades, Barbara has counseled  WANADA’s leadership on achieving 

positive public relations for Washington area new auto dealers and in doing so has shown 

WANADA members and their organization to be the pillars of the community that they truly are 

as reliable retailers of motor vehicles,” he said.  

 

Pomerance recalled many milestones and firsts in her work on the Washington Auto Show, 

including visits to the show by President Obama and later by Vice President Joe Biden and his 

family.  

 

“We have accomplished many achievements together – with political outreach – taking the 

mayor and DC City Council members to the major European auto shows that caused them to 

recognize the importance of the Washington Auto Show to the city; and succeeding in getting 

Washington’s Auto Show OICA certified in the industry; national and global meetings with 

OEM’s, instituting a media train from New York to DC with our partner, the Washington 

Automotive Press Association (WAPA),” said Pomerance.  

 

O’Donnell presented her with a crystal memento with the inscription, “In sincere appreciation for 

the many years of dedication and invaluable service to WANADA and its membership.” 

What Follows is a Collage of the 2017 Annual Meeting & Luncheon  

John O’Donnell  and Barbara Pomerance  

(From left) Danny Korengold, Bob Hager and Lou King Breault, 
(far right) of Ourisman Automotive with Alex Perdikis, Koons Ford 
of Silver Spring 

Fitzgerald Auto Mall Group (from left sitting) Bill Cash, Gregg Steinbarth, 
Jack Fitzgerald, Dottie Fitzgerald, Rob Smith, (from left standing) Harold 
Redden, David Jenkins, Scott Ascher, Charlie Evans and Ron Jaffe.  
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Mercedes-Benz of Arlington/Alexandria: (from left) Mark Zetlin, Stan 

Rodia, Dave Bloom, Ralph Mastantuono, John Lust, Dave Smith 

Linda Weaver, Sam Weaver John Bowis of Chevy Chase 
Acura with Tom Parsons, B&R Associates  

Sheey Auto Stores Table (from left) Frank McCarthy, Danny Wiseman, 
Don Merkle, Brand Fowler and Vince Sheehy 

DARCARS Table: (seated from left) Jamie Darvish, John Darvish, Sam 
Morash, Steve Hoffman, Steve Kearney Jennifer Parsons, Heather Salb, 
Jennifer Wade Jana Lee 

(From left) Geoff Pohanka, Pohanka Automotive; John O’Donnell, 

WANADA; Tim Lynch, Offit & Kurman 

Chip Lindsay poses a question to Bret Baier during Annual  

WANADA Luncheon during Q&A session 
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WANADA thanks its Annual Meeting and Luncheon sponsors 
 WANADA and its dealer members appreciate the generous sponsors of the 2017 Annual 

Meeting and Luncheon: Armatus; BG Products & Services; Councilor, Buchanan & Mitchell, 

and SunTrust. The Fireside Chat was sponsored by WellNet Healthcare. The post-luncheon 

“Happy Hour” was sponsored by Architects Group Practice and Buch Construction. All sponsors 

are WANADA Kindred-line members and were well represented at the meeting.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

   

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staying Ahead…   

 My son had an eight-hour open heart surgery when he was only a few days old. That moment 

 changes your life forever.  

   --Bret Baier, FOX News, speaking at the WANADA Annual Luncheon,  

    explaining why he donates the proceeds from his talks to Children’s National 

Medical Center. 
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