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2014 Washington Auto Show Preview Days coming into focus 
Industry/Media Preview, Jan. 21-22; Public Days Jan. 23- Feb. 2 
 With 2014 and the Auto Show in Washington coming up next month, WANADA dealers, 
OEM executives, U.S. lawmakers and the press are looking ahead to Industry/Media Days that 
will be a week and a day earlier than in 2013. What follows is an outline of what’s on tap, 
especially for the information of 
WANADA dealers, with more in the 
pipeline to be reported shortly. 

Industry/Media Days 
Dealers and their guests will be able to 
attend a variety of events during the 
Industry/Media Days, or Public Policy 
Days as they’re known for Washington’s 
Auto Show, Jan. 21-22.  

The first Industry/Media Day on Tues., 
Jan. 21 occurs on Capitol Hill from 1:30-
3:30 pm in the historic Caucus Room of 
the Cannon House Office Building 
where the famed Charlie Cook, who  
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edits and publishes The Cook Political Report, will present his unique brand of commentary on 
the direction of Washington politics as it impacts the U.S. presence in the world and the global 
auto industry here and abroad.  

Cook’s Capitol Hill presentation-- principally for members of Congress and their senior staff-- is 
put on by the National Journal and The Washington Auto Show with its stakeholder 
organizations, The Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers, Global Automakers, NADA, AIADA 
and NAMAD.  

Does the partisan squabbling between Democrats and Republicans that has characterized 
Washington politics in recent years and its relationship to the upcoming 2014 mid-term elections 
have a bearing on American public policy affecting the auto industry? You bet, and Cook will 
explain why and how by applying his “seven metrics to watch” and House and Senate math and 
by analyzing the likely infighting between the Parties over the federal budget. 

The Industry/Media Day onsite starts early Wed., Jan. 22, at the Walter 
E. Washington Convention Center, with the Newsmaker Breakfast 
featuring Mark Fields, chief operating officer of Ford Motor Co. Fields 
is credited with the transformation of the company’s North American 
operations and its record profitability. He will talk about Ford’s recent 
success and plans for the future. The Newsmaker Breakfast is jointly 
sponsored by the International Motor Press Association (IMPA) and the 
Washington Automotive Press Association (WAPA).  

Following the breakfast will be a full day of press conferences by 
automakers, lawmakers and notables from the Obama Administration. 
Additionally, there will be high level representatives from government 
agencies who will discuss policy initiatives, in keeping with the 
Washington Auto Show’s status as the Public Policy Show.  A full 
listing of speakers and presenation times is coming togther and will be 
published shortly. The SAE International Government/Industry 
Conference Plenary Session will take place from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

 
Sneak Peek Preview and WANADA Member Reception  
A highlight of the Industry/Media Day onsite, Jan 22, is the 
Sneak Peek Preview Reception from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. The 
Sneak Peek Reception provides an excellent networking 
opportunity, with thousands of high level federal officials, 
members of Congress, diplomats, OEM executives and 
media expected.  

Also, it’s a chance to get a close look at the impressive new 
models that will be featured at the show. Several models 
will be introduced in the region for the first time: Audi RS 
7, Buick Regal, Cadillac ELR, Chevrolet Corvette Stingray 
Coupe, Ford Edge, GMC Sierra HD and Honda Hybrid Accord.   

 

 

 

Ford COO Mark 
Fields to keynote 
Auto Show in 
Washington  

The Corvette Stingray Coupe will be 
shown at the Washington Auto Show 
in a regional debut. 

http://www.cbmcpa.com/industries/automotive
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WANADA will again host its Dealer Member Reception in conjuntion with Comcast Spotlight 
and Manheim Pennsylvannia Auto Auction. The “reception within the reception” of the Sneak 
Peek Preview will start at 6:15 p.m. in the WANADA VIP hospitality suite that will be available 
exclusively to dealers starting at 4:30 p.m. for coat checks and guest rendezvous.  WANADA 
members who purchase tickets to the WANADA Reception for $125pp, F.B.O. ADEI, may 
attend the Keith Crain/AN/ Lifetime Achievment Award Dinner at no extra charge (see below).  
To register please click here 

Keith Crain/AN/Lifetime Achievement Dinner honoring Rick Hendrick  
The Keith Crain Awards Dinner, from 7:30 to 10:00 p.m., will honor Rick Hendrick, founder of 
the large, multistate dealer group that bears his name and, reportedly, the most successful 
NASCAR owner in modern times.   

Hendrick is chairman of Hendrick Automotive Group, the nation’s second largest privately held 
auto dealer goup and sixth largest overall. The group operates 87 dealerships and employs more 
than 9,000 people. Hendrick is also head of Hendrick Motorsports, winner of 11 NASCAR 
owner’s championships.   

Worth noting again: All WANADA members who purchase a ticket to attend the WANADA 
Reception at $125pp can attend the Keith Crain/AN/LAA Dinner for no additional charge. The 
regular ticket price is $250. To register please click here 

  
For consumers The 2014 Auto Show in Washington runs 11 days 
Accented by VIP tours, celebrities, Students and Miltary Days 

  The 2014 Auto Show in Washington  will be open to the public from Thurs., Jan. 23 to 
Sun., Feb. 2, one day longer than 2013. And the public will have plenty of opportunities to enjoy 
different facets of the annual automotive showcase.  

As in 2013, renowned automotive journalist and syndicated 
columnist Warren Brown will head the team of editorial 
professionals offering VIP tours of the show. Members of the 
public can buy tickets for the special tours on the Auto Show 
website, washingtonautoshow.com.  

When the tours debuted last year, some ticketholders chose to 
have private, behind-the-scenes tours early in the morning, before 
the show opened. Others opted to take their tour in the midst of the 
crowd and activities. Guides and tourgoers alike found that 90 
minutes went by very quickly. 

The Auto Show offers special pricing for members of the military 
and students. On Monday, Jan. 27, students with College ID may 
enter at a discounted rate. Tues., Jan. 28, is Military Day, where 
active duty military with ID can enter for free.  

A host of popular celebrities will draw crowds to the Auto Show. 
Danny “The Count” Koker, star of the History Channel’s “Pawn 

Stars” and “Counting Cars,” will sign autographs for fans on Fri., Jan. 24. Koker is the proprietor 
of Count’s Kustoms, a shop devoted to the repair and restoration of motor vehicles, automobiles 
and motorcycles and is a licensed dealer of custom motorcycles and hot rods.  

Telemundo host Rashel 
Diaz will greet fans at 
the Auto Show.  

https://dealermemberregistration.eventbrite.com/
https://dealermemberregistration.eventbrite.com/
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This year’s Auto Show will feature two WWE stars, Michael “The Miz” Mizanin and Sheamus. 
Mizanin will visit the Auto Show on Tues., Jan. 28, and Sheamus will meet fans on Wed., Jan. 
29. For the kids, Finn and Jake from Cartoon Network’s popular animated series “Adventure 
Time” will appear throughout the day Sat. and Sun., Jan. 25 - 26. The last day of  the Auto Show, 
Sun., Feb. 2, Cuban TV host Rashel Diaz will appear.  

 
New technology guide to be released at 2014 Auto Show  
 Washington Post syndicated columnist and automotive expert Warren Brown will again 
release his top picks for the year’s most impressive automotive technology advances in his new 
guide to the 2014 Washington Auto Show, All Things Connected.  

The guide will highlight the motor vehicles and technologies that are leading the way in driver 
connectivity, advanced diesel and electric engines, autonomous driving systems and more. It will 
also contain a glossary of the terms the industry is using to promote the technologies.  

“We are excited to once again offer this one-of-a-kind guidebook, written by an undisputed 
expert in automotive technology, to assist show guests through the technological advances 
displayed,” said Kevin Reilly, president of Alexandria Hyundai and chairman of the 2014 
Washington Auto Show.  

The print version of  “All Things Connected” will contain schematics, infographics and detailed 
explanations of new systems, plus an exhibit map to let people know where they can find and 
explore these cars of the future.       

“The automotive industry is changing dramatically to meet changing market challenges and 
needs, and more changes are on the horizon,” Brown says. “We want to showcase vehicles 
exhibiting advanced technologies and provide attendees with show-and-tell photos of how these 
technologies work.”  

A Columbia University-educated journalist with more than 30 years of experience, Brown is 
recognized by automotive industry experts and area business leaders as the trusted source for 
trends, issues, technological advances  and industry analysis. 

The guide will be available in locations next to The Official Show Guide and on the Washington 
Auto Show website, washingtonautoshow.com.  

 

Green Car Technology Award 
finalists announced                        
 Green Car Journal has revealed its 
finalists for the 2014 Green Car Technology 
Award, to be presented at the Washington 
Auto Show.  

“Advanced technology plays an increasingly 
important role in the development of cars and 
trucks capable of achieving significantly 
greater levels of efficiency and improved 
environmental impact,” said Ron Cogan,  

 

Hyundai Tucson Fuel Cell 
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editor and publisher of Green Car Journal and CarsOfChange.com.  

Kevin Reilly, chairman of the 2014 Washington Auto Show, added “We are proud that Green 
Car Journal has partnered with the Washington Auto Show to host this prestigious industry 
award, as this is the auto show where technology and innovation are paramount.” 

Nominees for the 2014 Green Car Technology Award are: the Acura Sport Hybrid SH-AWD 
Powertrain, Audi 3.0-liter TDI Diesel Engine, BMW i3CFRP Passenger Cell, Cadillac ELR 
Regen on Demand, Ford 1.0-liter EcoBoost Engine, Honda Accord Plug-In Powertrain, Hyundai 
Fuel Cell, Mazda i-ELOOP Brake Energy Renegeration System, Porsche Plug-In Hybrid 
Powertrain and Ram Truck 3.0-liter EcoDiesel Engine.  

 
  
 

                             

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WASHINGTON AREA NEW AUTOMOBILE DEALERS ASSOCIATION 

From The WANADA Staff to All Bulletin Readers: 
Every best wish for a joyous and prosperous New Year! 

 
Ana Campos, Huda Farooq, Trish Frisbee, 

Isabel Garcia, Kristina Henry 
Xavier Hodge, Andrea Holmes, Joe Koch, 

Ed Mullaney, Jr., Gerry Murphy, 
Jackie Murphy, Kendra Northrup, John O’Donnell, 

Katy Orme, Billy Painter,  
Charlie Spiridopoulos, Curtis Wowk, 

Archie Avedisian, Ralph Frisbee, Joan Mooney 

Necrology, 2013 
It is all together fitting and important at this time of year to remember those in and connected with the 
Washington area dealer community who died over the past 12 months. 

Robert W. Banning, formerly of Bob Banning Motors                                                                          
John Mattos, Pro Finishes Plus                                                                                                                                   
John Tydings, formerly of the Greater Washington Board of Trade 
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