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2017 Washington Auto Show 
expands MobilityTalks, 
extending Industry/Media 
Days, Jan. 24-26 
 Thanks to a lot of hard work and 

intensive planning, the 2017 Washington 

Auto Show rolled out two days of panels, 

breakout sessions, technical demonstrations 

and ride-drives on Tuesday, Jan. 24 and 

Wednesday, Jan. 25 as MobilityTalks 

International preceded Media Day on 

Thursday, Jan 26. Audience reviews were 

positive and the assembled panelists and 

Headlines… 
2017 Washington Auto Show expands MobilityTalks, extending Industry/Media Days, Jan. 24-26  

How will states work with feds to regulate autonomous cars? 

Working to harmonize global standards for autonomous cars 

Industry insiders discuss what’s next for autonomous cars 

Standards panel spotlights levels of autonomy, need to share info 

MobilityTalks 2.0 on Capitol Hill, Jan. 25: “It depends what the regulators do…” 

Industry/Media Day, Jan. 26: OEM announcements, industry speakers, SAE Conf. & Sneak Peek  

Starship Technologies shows off its personal delivery device 

Army, GM showcase demo fuel cell EV truck for military 

Toyota presents all-new Camry, Prius Prime 

Jeep shows 2017 Compass, Renegade 

Chrysler shows off Pacifica Hybrid, its 1st hybrid minivan 

Hyundai showcases 3 eco-focused Ioniq models  

VW comes forward with all-new Atlas and Tiguan 

Mercedes, BMW, Acura win Green Car Awards 

MEMA study shows growth in auto parts manufacturing jobs 

NSF director Córdova touts importance of basic research 

Autonomous cars will change dealer’s role, says NTSB chairman 

Sneak Peek caps off Auto Show Industry/Media Days, Jan. 26 

Thought for the week… 

 

 

 

 

 

Staying Ahead… 

 

 

 

John O’Donnell, Washington Auto Show producer, welcomes 
guests to MobilityTalks International  



 WANADA Bulletin # 4-17 February 3, 2017 Page 2 

 

assorted commentators were knowledgeable and enthusiastic about their 

respective parts of the global automotive conversation.  

 

With more than 35,000 Americans killed on the road every year, 

“autonomous cars will save a lot of time, money and heartbreak,” said 

John Bozzella, CEO of Global Automakers, in opening the event.  

 

At the recent CES (CES) in Las Vegas, almost every major automaker 

announced its own autonomous cars, Bozzella said. Regulations on 

connected and autonomous cars will be crucial, and no one knows what to 

expect. 

 

“Little of substance has been said about regulations and laws for the next 

four years,” Bozzella said. The uncertainty of the new administration’s 

policies was a theme throughout the MobilityTalks and on Industry/Media 

Day, as both were in the first week after Trump took office. 

Harmonization of regulations, both federal and state, and among different 

countries, was another theme.  

The other opening speaker, Dr. France 

Córdova, director of the National Science Foundation, spoke of the 

importance of basic research in areas such as machine learning, 

artificial intelligence, robotics and the internet of things. Industry-

funded research is usually short-term and specifically targeted, but 

basic research is high risk and long term, Córdova said. It can be 

decades before the results are used.  
 

NSF-funded research has led to important mobility innovations in 

LCD monitors for backup cameras and in-car GPS, said Córdova. 

NSF funded an autonomous vehicle designed and built by Carnegie-

Mellon University, driven from Pittsburgh to the Walter E. 

Washington Convention Center and on display there during the 

Washington Auto Show Industry/Media Days.  

 

 
How will states work with feds to regulate 
autonomous cars? 

 Sen. Gary Peters (D-MI), Co-Chair of the Auto Caucus in 

Congress, has long recognized the importance of autonomous 

vehicles. But he realizes the technology is far from perfect. 

 

Directing the second panel on the first day of   

MobilityTalks International, Peters tapped state and local 

commentators on the topic of autonomous cars, Jean Shiomoto, 

who heads up the California DMV and Brian Kenner, deputy 

mayor for planning and economic development in DC. 

 Sen. Gary Peters (D-MI) 
interviewed at Auto Show 

John Bozzella, Global 
Automakers, introducing 
MobilityTalks panel at the 
Washington Auto Show  

Dr. France Córdova 
National Science 

Foundation 
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Jean Shiomoto, California DMV 

“There will be some accidents along the way,” Peters said. 

“Autonomous vehicles won’t start off fail-safe.” 

 

Writing regulations will be a balancing act. They are needed, 

but they shouldn’t be so tightly drawn as to stifle innovation, 

he added. 

 

Current safety regulations all assume a human driver, so 

regulatory agencies will have to rewrite the rules, said Peters. 

But doing so can take five to 10 years, he speculated. So 

Congress is considering legislation to waive some of the 

requirements and provide flexibility – but only until the rules 

are in place. 

 

“From the consumer standpoint, the idea of a self-driving car is pretty daunting,” said Peters. “If 

there’s an accident, there will be tremendous blowback on the concept. Naturally the auto 

companies will do their best to get it right the first time,” he said. 

 

California DMV administrator, Jean Shiomoto, spoke of her state’s effort, funded by grants, to 

create a model policy on autonomous vehicles for state governments. And DC deputy mayor 

Kenner said the city receives many offers from automakers to use DC as a location to test 

autonomous vehicles. Because the city has no state or county requirements, it can often move 

faster than states, Kenner added.  

 

Working to harmonize global standards for autonomous cars 

 Regulation of autonomous vehicles is not just an issue for various levels of government 

in this country. Nations around the world are grappling with the same questions, and it is 

important for them to keep up with each others’ actions. MobilityTalks International presented a 

panel to help regulators exchange ideas at the Washington Auto Show Industry/Media Days last 

week.    

 

Yukihiro Ezaka, head of engineering policy for the 

Japanese Road Transport Bureau, told the MobilityTalks 

audience that “Japan does not want to impede autonomous 

vehicles with too many regulations.” The Transport 

Bureau is creating test areas around Japan for the vehicles, 

and the Ministry of Transport is working with related 

government agencies to integrate future regulations into 

the current regulatory framework, Ezaka said.  

 

Japan is trying to create standards in coordination with the 

United Nations and is working with Great Britain and 

Germany. Jeong-ryeol Kim, Korean minister of 

Infrastructure and Transport, and Ian Yarnold, head of 

standards in Great Britain’s  Department of Transport, 

spoke of similar efforts in their countries.  

 

Yukihiro Ezaka,  
Japanese Ministry of Transport 
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The Great Britain Department of Transport is still refining 

the technical criteria to bring these vehicles to market, said 

Yarnold. Liability is still an issue in the UK, as it is 

everywhere, he said.  

 

Another topic being discussed in the UK according 

toYarnold “How will [autonomous] vehicles interact with 

pedestrians and cyclists in urban environments?”  

 

In a joint Q&A with the morning’s speakers from earlier 

panels, National Science Foundation director France 

Córdova talked about the opportunities with millennials 

and autonomous cars. Many millennials live in cities and 

don’t drive, she noted, but instead are used to being driven 

by ride-hailing companies such as Uber or Lyft.  

 

Industry insiders discuss what’s next for autonomous cars 

 The afternoon 

MobilityTalks International 

programs kicked off with what’s 

coming in the ever changing 

world of autonomous and 

connected cars. Speakers 

discussed location and adoption 

rate for the new technology, 

infrastructure, human interface 

and other topics, all of them in 

flux. 

 

“Don’t expect a fully autonomous 

car in the dealership on demand,” 

said Doug Patton, chief 

technology officer for DENSO, a 

supplier of advanced auto 

technology. “But mobility on 

demand, yes.” An autonomous vehicle may not be a personal vehicle bought at a dealership as 

other cars are now.     

 

“But in a specific urban environment, an autonomous vehicle may be the way to go,” Patton said. 

For instance, an autonomous vehicle could deliver dry cleaning to customers. But how does the 

cleaner then get paid? That type question has not been sorted out yet, said Patton.  

 

It is useful to remember that “autonomy comes in different flavors,” said panelist Sascha Simon, 

founder and president of Driversiti. His company collects data from the area surrounding a car to 

turn a smartphone into a safe driving device that reports on road conditions and helps avoid 

crashes and driver distraction.  

 

Ian Yarnold, UK’s Department of 
Transport at MobilityTalks 

From the left, Gary Shapiro, Consumer Technology Association 
(moderator); Sascha Simon, Driversiti; Doug Patton, DENSO; Dan 
Galves, Mobileye during MobilityTalks at the Washington Auto Show 
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Mobileye offers another type of autonomous tool: software that offers usable information for 

autonomous cars, such as 360 degree maps, said Dan Galves, chief ecommunications officer for 

the company and the third panelist in this segment.  

 

In another step on the road to autonomy, DENSO’s collision-avoidance technologies have been 

installed in 10 percent of the cars on the road, said Patton. But the adoption rate will likely 

increase quickly, as the government is considering the technology.  

 

A question discussed in the panel, but not answered, was what type of infrastructure will be 

needed and who should pay for it? Patton noted that SAFE (Securing America’s Future Energy) 

has said that moving toward fully autonomous vehicles would create two million new jobs. 

 

How about the effect of autonomous cars on car sales generally? 

 

“If we have mobility on demand, people may put 150,000 to 180,000 miles on a vehicle in two 

years,” said Galves of Mobileye. “Then what? Either replace the parts or turn over the car. We 

may have fewer cars but much faster turnover.”  

 

Standards panel spotlights levels of autonomy, need to share info 

 The panel on standards 

cooperation at MobilityTalks on  

Jan. 24 zeroed in on the different 

levels of autonomy in cars and on 

the need for companies to share 

information on standards and safety 

technology.  

 

SAE International has established 

five levels of autonomy in cars, 

with 5 being completely 

autonomous – a car that does not 

require a human driver. “Engineers, 

lawyers and the insurance industry 

are thinking we’re going straight to 

Level 5,” said William Gouse of SAE. “That’s a very big leap.”  
 

Harmonized standards for autonomy are important, Gouse said. “A single set of standards can 

save a big administrative burden. In the next 18 months we’ll probably see standards for Level 1 

autonomous vehicles.” 

 

The lack of a clear definition of autonomous vehicles and the lack of standards are a problem. In 

California, a 2012 law requires the DMV to write standards for autonomous vehicles and to 

assure the safety of autonomous vehicles, both for manufacturer testing and public use. The 

problem, said Dr. Bernard Soriano of the California DMV, is that there are no safety standards 

for autonomous vehicles.  

 

A more general problem is that the public has “inflated expectations” for autonomous cars that 

can only lead to disappointment, said Andrew Smart, chief technology officer of the American 

Left to right, William Gouse, SAE International; Ian Yarnold, Great 
Britain’s  Department of Transport;  Andrew Smart, American 
Center for Mobility; and Bernard Soriano, California DMV  
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Center for Mobility.  People think we will have Level 5 cars in MY 2017, when it’s more likely 

to be 2020, and the cars may not be Level 5 even then. 

 

A big problem for the safety aspect is that companies are not sharing safety technology because 

it’s a competitive advantage, said Smart. But “the more we can share the better. There are great 

levels of secrecy around testing.” 

 

Panel members on the standards topic questioned whether secrecy is appropriate for safety. “The 

aviation industry does not compete on safety,” said Soriano. “One wonders whether safety 

should be a cooperative program.” 

 

The bottom line on standards, said Soriano: Automakers are trying to develop new products in a 

highly regulated industry. Other companies, like Google, are also developing new products in an 

industry that hasn’t been very regulated. “It’s a race,” he said. “And regulations take a long 

time.” 

 

Adding to the complication are questions about infrastructure, road surface, lighting  and other 

issues around autonomous cars. With so many questions, collaboration and cooperation are 

required, panelists concluded.  

 

The first day of MobilityTalks on Jan. 24 at the W.E. Washington Convention Center consisted 

of ten panels and breakout segments, a number of which are reported above.  For the full listing 

of panels, breakouts and distinguished speakers, click here. 

 

MobilityTalks 2.0 on Capitol Hill Wed., Jan. 25  

“It depends what the regulators do…”  
Continuing the topic of connected and autonomous cars, the second 

day of Mobility Talks International at the 2017 Washington Auto 

Show moved to the Russell Senate Office Kennedy Caucus Room on 

Wed., Jan. 25 for a spirited discussion of the question, “It depends on 

what the regulators do.” The  panel-- headed up by Congressional 

Auto Caucus leader Rep. Debbie Dingell (D-Mich) and moderated by 

David Shepardson, Washington bureau chief for Detroit News and 

Reuters correspondent -- covered the buy-in of major auto producing 

nations to connected and autonomous cars along with transportation 

system challenges with implementation.   

 

Joining Rep. Dingell on the panel were four other creditable industry 

commentators: Harry Lightsey of General Motors tasked with 

developing a global approach to trend-setting high technologies; John 

Maddox, CEO of American Center for Mobility, focusing on 

automated and connected vehicle testing; Gary Shapiro, CEO, 

Consumer Technology Association; and Ian Yarnold of the 

International Standards Division of Great Britain’s Department of 

Transport. 

 

John O’Donnell, 
producer, Washington 
Auto Show, introducing 
MobilityTalks 2.0 

http://wanada.org/2017-events/2017WAS_MTI_38016_MobilityGuide.pdf
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As is the case with any new and 

important technological advance in 

transportation, the shape of the 

regulatory structure required for 

implementation is a principal, up-front 

issue. More specifically, what road and 

highway infrastructure will be needed 

to make autonomous vehicles a reality 

and how will they be connected? 

 

And with regular drivers still all over on 

the road for the foreseeable future, how 

will autonomous cars interact with them 

and do so safely? 

 

In the U.S., of course, this is an issue 

for Congress and the federal agencies, 

which Rep. Dingell is looking to see 

through, along with the other 58 

members of the Auto Caucus in the 

House of Representatives. 

  

Lightsey from General Motors emphasized that the technology for autonomous vehicles is well 

in hand, with the question being: “Are automotive consumers ready for it?” Since consumer 

demand ultimately is what drives the market, it remains a foremost consideration. Gary Shapiro 

spotlighted the ever burgeoning nexus between high technology electronics and automobiles, 

suggesting this could be a consumer demand enhancer. 

 

John Maddox then focused the panel on the question,“what 

will the regulators do?” by introducing the safety factor into 

the conversation suggesting autonomous vehicles will only 

come into their own when the safety concerns have been 

sufficiently addressed so that traffic accident injuries are 

mitigated by the new technology, not made worse. 

 

Ian Yarnold, from the UK’s Department of Transport agreed 

that the safety factor cannot be ignored, suggesting that the 

global character of today’s auto industry should have a 

positive impact on bringing autonomous vehicles to the 

center of the automotive world because nations working 

together will focus on safety.  

 

All things considered, the panel concurred that autonomous technology is new and exciting , but 

will only be implemented after taking many important factors into account, a significant one 

being its develepment along side standard automotive technology that includes, for better or 

worse, human drivers.  

 

With autonomous vehicles in mind, Yarnold said that helpful design improvements have already 

made their way into the fleet, to include electronic stability control and braking assistance that 

From left, standing: David Shepardson, Reuters; Harry 
Lightsey, GM; Rep. Debbie Dingell (D-Mich); Ian Yarnold, UK 
Dept.  of Transport and Kim Jeong-ryeol, Korean Ministry of 
Infrastructure and Transport. Seated, from left: Gary Shapiro, 

Consumer Technology Assn; and John Maddox, American 

Center for Mobility 

 

Rep. Debbie Dingell (D-Mich.) 
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assuredly will make cars safer and new technology like autonomous cars more appealing to 

consumers.  

 

Participants in the two days of MobilityTalks, Jan 24-25, were offered, and many enjoyed, ride 

and drive oppertunities sponsored by OEMs, offsite at RFK Stadium in DC. These ride and 

drives included up-close demonstrations of various traffic safety high technologies which 

reportedly where well received by the participants.   

 

Both days of MobilityTalks, Jan. 24-25, was generously sponsored by Enterprise Rent-A-Car; 

The Motor & Equipment Manufacturers Association (MEMA), Starship Technologies, and The 

Hill, all which the Washington Auto Show greatly appreciates!   

 
Industry/Media Day, Thurs., Jan. 26 

OEM announcements, industry commentators, SAE Conference  
and the Sneak Peek  

 Thursday, Jan. 26, 

Industry/Media Day at the 

Washington Auto Show (WAS) 

onsite at the W. E. Washington 

Convention Center. Automaker press 

conferences were punctuated by a 

keynote address by the CEO, 

president and chairman of 

HARMAN, the connected car 

technology company, a government 

keynoter, the Green Car awards and 

SAE’s Government/ Industry 

Conference. Capping the day was the 

Sneak Peek Reception where the 

Auto Show hosted notables from 

Congress, the administration, the 

regulatory agencies and industry for a three hour special tour of the displays.   

 

After the Media Breakfast sponsored by WAPA (Washington Automotive Press Association) 

and IMPA (International Motor Press Association), WAS show producer John O’Donnnell, 

introduced the keynote speaker, Dinesh Paliwal, chairman and CEO of HARMAN. “As the 

industry makes cars cool for all ages,” said O’Donnell, “millennials are going to be able to take 

their technology and put it in the car.”  

 

Paliwal took up the theme in his presentation on humanizing the autonomous car. “Cars are 

indeed cool, and they’re just about to get even cooler,” he said. Among the megatrends 

transforming the car are smart audio, cockpit convergence, cloud connectivity, artificial 

intelligence, shared mobility and autonomous driving. Autonomous cars, Paliwal said, will take 

many years to develop fully.  

 

He talked about the “building blocks” to autonomy, including an intuitive user interface,  

effective noise cancellation and, of particular importance, strong cybersecurity and data 

protection.  

WAS industry keynote speaker Dinesh Paliwal, chairman, 
HARMAN International Industries. 
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“Without cybersecurity, we can’t have the autonomous experience,” Paliwal said.  

 

The expensive infrastructure for autonomous cars will require public-private partnerships. 

Successful autonomous mobility overall will require partnerships between government, industry 

associations, academia, automakers and diverse technology players, said Paliwal. And it will be 

critical to invest in education.  

 

Spending on research and development of autonomous cars is currently $1.5 trillion and is about 

to double to $3 trillion, Paliwal said. “This is the best time to be in the automobile industry.” But 

what he called “the revolution” – full vehicle autonomy – is at least a decade away.  

 
Starship Technologies shows off its personal delivery device  
 In keeping with the Washington Auto 

Show’s future mobility theme, Starship 

Technologies demonstrated its personal delivery 

device (PDD), a small robot coming this month to 

the sidewalks of DC. The bot can deliver up to 20 

pounds of groceries, parcels and food at the 

convenience of the customer.   

 

The PDD is designed to make deliveries in 15 to 

30 minutes in a two-mile radius, for $1.00 or less. 

In Washington, it is working with Postmates food 

delivery service to deliver groceries. With a 

maximum speed of 4 mph, it will stay on the 

sidewalks. DC is one of two U.S. cities to try the 

pilot program. (The other is Redwood City, CA.) 

The bot has been tested in 56 cities in 16 

countries.  

 

The six-wheeled bot has nine cameras and is controlled by a human through a smart phone in a 

remote location who tracks it to the nearest inch. The aim is for the PDD to operate 99 percent 

autonomously. It is all electric, operated with lithium-ion batteries.  

 

Army, GM showcase demo fuel cell EV truck for military 

 The U.S. Army and General Motors 

exhibited their demonstration ZH2 Fuel Cell 

Electric Vehicle for the press on 

Industry/Media Day at the Washington Auto 

Show. GM developed and built the vehicle for 

the Army to test and evaluate the readiness of 

fuel cell propulsion in military-like 

environments and uses.  

 

GM and the Tank Automotive Research, 

Development and Engineering Center 

(TARDEC) officially unveiled the vehicle at 

the Association of the U.S. Army in October. 

Henry Harris-Burland of Starship 
Technologies demonstrates a “personal 
delivery” robot at the WAS 

General Motors ZH2 Fuel Cell Electric Vehicle for 
the U.S. Army 
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New Jeep Compass 

Soldiers will have the opportunity to evaluate the performance of the fuel cell system in the truck 

at Fort Carson, CO, and Fort Bragg, NC, this summer.  

 

The altered version of the Chevrolet Colorado has 37-inch tires for aggressive ground clearance 

and a shortened front end. It is intended to show how much off-road mobility a fuel cell vehicle 

can offer, said Charlie Freese, GM’s executive director for fuel cells.  

 

The fuel cell vehicle also makes water, a useful feature for troops in the desert, Freese said.  

 

Toyota presents all-new Camry, Prius Prime 
 Toyota is highlighting the all-new 

2018 Camry and Prius Prime at this year’s 

Washington Auto Show, as part of what 

Toyota Vehicle Specialist Heather Willis 

Hunter called the company’s “commitment to 

innovation and to investing in America.” 

Several automakers on Industry/Media Day 

touted their investment in America, after 

President Trump’s emphasis on made in 

America.  

 

The Camry is sporty and distinctive, with a 

low center of gravity. It comes as a 2.5 liter 4 cylinder, 3.5 liter V6 or hybrid. The Entune 3.0 

multimedia system is standard, with a navigation system, wireless map updates and remote start. 

 

The Toyota Safety Sense system is standard on all 2018 Toyotas. It includes a pre-collision 

system with pedestrian detection and lane departure warning – steps to autonomous driving, 

Willis Hunter noted.   

 

The Prius Prime has a dramatically increased driving range of 25 miles electric only (less than 

the average commute, said Willis Hunter) and 250 miles total. Electric “fuel” economy is 

estimated at 133 mpg-e. The Prime can be charged in less than 5.5 hours at home, or in 2.2 hours 

at a public charging station. 

 

The Prime will be priced at $27,000 to $33,000 and may be eligible for a federal tax credit. It 

will be at dealerships by the end of summer.  

 

Jeep shows 2017 Compass, Renegade 

 Last year was Jeep’s seventh year of year-over-

year sales growth, Todd Goyer, head of brand 

communications, told reporters at the Auto Show in 

Washington. This year’s Jeep exhibit showcases the all-

new Compass and the Renegade.  

 

The Renegade is attracting a new buyer to Jeep, as 20 

percent of the vehicle’s buyers are millennials. Big 

growth is forecast both globally and in the United States 

for the compact SUV segment that the Renegade belongs 

2018 Toyota Prius Prime 
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to, Goyer said. It comes in four trims, including an off-road model, the Trail Hawk. It has 17 

powertrain combinations and has best-in-class fuel economy. The Renegade has a complete 

infotainment system with Apple CarPlay, and a safety package with lane departure warning and 

other semi-autonomous features.  

The vehicle will be on sale at the end of  March, 2017.  
 
Chrysler shows off Pacifica Hybrid, its first hybrid minivan 

 The Chrysler Pacifica Hybrid 

debuted in January, and it got 

prominent play at the Washington 

Auto Show. Chrysler’s first hybrid 

minivan, it has a 33-mile all-electric 

range. 

 

The Pacifica Hybrid is a better value 

than the gasoline equivalent, said Matt 

McAlear, head of minivan product 

marketing for Chrysler. It’s priced at 

$41,995, but would cost $34,495 with 

the $7,500 federal tax credit. Another 

distinction: It’s the only hybrid with 18-inch wheels. It can be charged at home in 14 hours 

(using a remote charge with a smartphone) and charged at a Level 2 public charging station in 

two hours. Batteries are stored under the second row seats.  

 

The Pacifica Hybrid will be available in all 50 states, and every Chrysler dealer can service it. It 

will be available at the end of March, 2017. Chrysler is confident it will attract new buyers, 

McAlear said.  
 
Hyundai showcases 3 eco-focused Ioniq models  
 In line with the Washington 

Auto Show’s public policy theme, 

Hyundai is showing three new eco-

focused models: the 2017 Ioniq 

Electric, Ioniq Hybrid and Ioniq 

Plug-in, as well as the Ioniq Land 

Speed Record and Ioniq 

Autonomous versions. The Hybrid 

and Electric models will be 

available in a few weeks and the 

Plug-in in the third quarter. The 

Ioniq is Hyundai’s first dedicated 

green vehicle.  

 

“Millennials want to buy a car like a phone,” said Mike O’Brien, vice president of product, 

corporate and digital business. The Ioniq Electric will be available on a subscription model, with 

the car brought to the buyer.   

 

Chrysler Pacifica hybrid minivan 

Hyundai’s autonomous Ioniq 
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The Ioniq Plug-in has a 27-mile all-electric range and – unusual for this type of car – five-

passenger seating. Both the Plug-In and Hybrid have 6-speed dual-clutch transmission, which is 

sportier than the continuously variable transmission more commonly used in plug-ins and 

hybrids. The Ioniq safety package brings it to Level 2 autonomy, with automatic emergency 

braking, smart cruise control and lane keep.  

 

The Ioniq autonomous concept vehicle, shown at the CES, is integrated with existing smart 

cruise control and lane keep assist. The sensors are concealed, so it looks like any other car.  A 

fleet of the Ioniq autonomous vehicles is used as taxis at the Hyundai campus in South Korea, 

O’Brien said.   

 

VW comes forward with all-new Atlas and Tiguan 
 Despite its diesel troubles, 

Volkswagen has big plans for the U.S. 

market, starting with a showing of the all-

new Atlas midsize SUV – a new market 

for the automaker – at the Washington 

Auto Show. Another Auto Show highlight 

is the all-new Tiguan. 

 

Even though the Tiguan is a compact 

SUV, it is 11 inches longer than the 

previous version and is now one of the 

biggest vehicles in the segment, said 

Hendrik Mudh, senior vice president of 

product marketing. It has 8-speed 

automatic transmission and comes standard with LED headlights, an unusual feature for a 

compact SUV. It has one of the largest interiors in the segment and seats seven adults, thanks to 

third-row seating. A digital cockpit is available.  

 

Safety features include standard automatic post-collision braking and adaptive cruise control.  

The Tiguan is made in Chattanooga, TN for the U.S. market and will be at dealerships in the 

second quarter of this year. Pricing will start around $30,000. 

 

Mercedes, BMW, Acura win Green 
Car Awards 
 When Green Car Journal’s Green Car 

Awards were announced at the Washington Auto 

Show, the winners were the Mercedes-Benz C350e 

for Connected Green Car of the Year; BMW X5 

xDrive40e for Green SUV of the Year; and Acura 

NSX for Luxury Green Car of the Year.  

 

“The Washington Auto Show is a welcome place to 

honor the environmental achievement of the 

automotive industry,” said Ron Cogan, editor and 

publisher of Green Car Journal and 

CarsOfChange.com.   

Mark Wallace (left), Manager, Advanced Product 
Planning and eMobility, Mercedes-Benz USA, 
accepts the Connected Green Car of the Year award 
for the Mercedes-Benz C350e from Ron Cogan, 
Green Car Journal  

Volkswagen’s all new Tiguan 
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The Connected Green Car, the Mercedes C350e, 

combines its green features with the automaker’s 

most advanced connected and driver-assist 

technologies. On-board cameras and sensors provide 

autonomous and     semi-autonomous features like 

adaptive cruise control, steering assist and full 

automatic emergency braking to help avoid 

pedestrian and vehicle collisions.  

 

The Green SUV, BMW’s X5 xDrive40-e, combines 

the driver focus of BMW with efficient plug-in 

hybrid power. This full-size SUV benefits from 

intelligent all-wheel drive that’s always operating, 

even while driving on battery power. Drivers can 

choose from Sport, Comfort and Eco Pro hybrid 

modes to tailor the driving experience.  

The Luxury Green Car, the Acura NSX, is 

powered by a 500 hp Sport Hybrid SH-AWD 

powertrain integrating a 3.5-liter mid-ship V-6 

and three electric motors. It uses an array of 

lightweight materials including carbon fiber, 

SMC fiberglass, aluminum and high strength 

steel. All this brings 0-60 mph acceleration in 2.9 

seconds while delivering more than 30 percent 

better city fuel efficiency than the previous 

generation.   

 

 
 
 
  

 

MEMA study shows big growth in auto parts manufacturing jobs 
 A new study released by the Motor and Equipment Manufacturers Association (MEMA) 

at the Washington Auto Show Industry/Media Day shows that auto parts manufacturing jobs 

have risen nearly 19 percent since 2012. 

 

More than 871,000 Americans are directly employed by the auto parts manufacturing industry,     

representing 2.9 percent of the jobs in the total U.S. job market. MEMA’s member companies 

create the largest sector of manufacturing jobs in the U.S.  

 

“Never before has the mobility industry had to embrace so many advances in vehicle technology 

so quickly and on a global scale,” said MEMA President and CEO Steve Handschuh, . “These 

numbers show that MEMA and its member companies are driving innovation, jobs and economic 

growth in the U.S. by combining manufacturing and technology.” 

 
 

Ed Cohen, Vice President of Government & 
Industry Relations, Honda/North America (right) 
accepts the Luxury Green Car of the Year award 
for the Acura NSX from Ron Cogan, Green Car 
Journal  

Robert Healey, Electric Vehicle Infrastructure 
Manager, BMW of North America (left) accepts the 
Green SUV of the Year award for the BMW X5 
xDrive40e from Ron Cogan, Green Car Journal 



 WANADA Bulletin # 4-17 February 3, 2017 Page 14 

 

NSF director Córdova touts importance of basic research 
 In the government keynote address, National Science Foundation director, France 

Córdova spoke of the importance of NSF-supported basic research for the future technological 

advancement of cars.  

 

One area of particular emphasis at the NSF is the human-technology frontier, in which 

researchers study how humans and machines can work together, and the benefits and risks of 

doing so. Another research area is harnessing the data revolution to help car connectivity, 

including smart cars with lane assist and automatic parking.  

 

In showing the importance of basic research, Dr. Córdova noted that Einstein’s Theory of 

Special Relativity led to development of the lead-acid battery, and his Theory of General 

Relativity led to GPS in cars.  

 

“Interdisciplinary research produces breakthroughs like artificial intelligence,” said Córdova. 

Some mobility-related areas ripe for more research are sensor technology, computer vision and 

cybersecurity. 

 

Autonomous cars will change dealer’s role, says NTSB chairman 

 “Autonomous driving is going to 

completely change the dealer’s role,” said 

Christopher Hart, chairman of the National 

Transportation Safety Board. He was 

speaking at the SAE International plenary 

session on smart cities, open to attendees at 

the Washington Auto Show Industry/Media 

Day, Jan. 26. SAE International was onsite 

at the Washington Auto Show where they 

stage their Government/Industry Conference 

each year. 

  

“The dealer could face liability if the driver 

had an accident because he did not 

understand something in an autonomous car 

he bought from the dealer,” Hart said. 

 

“The dealership is the place where the training has to occur,” Hart added. “It can’t just be, ‘Read 

this 200-page owner’s manual.’” 

 

Another problem with autonomy, said Carla Bailo, assistant vice president for mobility research 

and business development at Ohio State University, is that the theory of waking up the human 

driver to take over driving from the car if something goes wrong is flawed. Studies have shown it 

can take seven to 20 seconds to wake up a sleeping person. “Sometimes, even with seven 

seconds, you’re long dead,” Bailo said.  

 

An audience member asked about companies sharing safety improvements, a topic discussed 

earlier in the week at the MobilityTalks. (See “Standards panel discusses levels of autonomy, 

need to share info,” page 5.) 

Christopher Hart, chairman, National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB)  
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“In the airline industry, anybody’s 

accident is everybody’s accident,” said 

Hart. “Safety should be a given rather 

than a point of comparison.” Like 

Bernard Soriano of the California DMV 

earlier in the week, Hart compared the 

auto industry unfavorably to the aviation 

industry, where companies share safety 

information instead of using it for 

competitive advantage.  

 

 
 
 

Sneak Peek caps off Auto Show Industry/Media Days for 
Washingtonians and industry notables, Jan. 26 

 True to its position as the Public 

Policy Show on the global industry 

circuit, the Washington Auto Show 

turned out scores of members of 

Congress, federal agency notables, 

industry executives, and media 

representatives for its annual Sneak 

Peek Reception and Tour, culminating 

three Industry/Media Days. 

The Sneak Peek ran from 5:00-8:00 

p.m., onsite at the Auto Show in the 

W.E. Washington Convention Center on 

Thursday, Jan. 26. Attendees networked 

with one another, while enjoying a 

relaxed tour of the show with a back drop of music and refreshments.The Sneak Peek was 

generously sponsored by American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers (AFPM), Auto 

Alliance, Global Automakers, NADA, The Hill and Hargrove. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SAE International Government/Industry Conference at the  
Washington Auto Show 
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SNEAK PEEK RECEPTION & THE 2017 WASHINGTON AUTO SHOW 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Thought for the week…   
 This is the best time to be in the automobile industry. But full vehicle autonomy 

  is at least 10 years away. 

    --Dinesh Paliwal, CEO, HARMAN, in his remarks at    

      the WAPA/IMPA Breakfast, Washington Auto Show, Jan. 26 

     

  

 

 

      

Rep. Bob Latta (R-Oh), House Committee on Energy and Commerce 
(center) touring the Washington Auto Show (l to r) with Mitch 
Bainwol, president, Auto Alliance; John Bozzella, president, Global 
Automakers; Patrick Calpin, government relations, NADA; and Joe 
Koch, assistant producer, Washington Auto Show 

John O’Donnell, producer Washington Auto Show 
(center), hosts Congressmen Mike Kelly (R-Pa) (left) and 
Doug LaMalfa (R-Cal). 

Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-Md), House Minority Whip (left) gets 
a rundown on a new car from Andy York, Director, 
Federal Affairs-Commerce for GM, while touring 
Washington’s Auto Show. 

WASHINGTON AREA NEW AUTOMOBILE DEALERS ASSOCIATION 


