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Energy Secretary Moniz to deliver U.S. keynote at Auto Show,   
 U.S. Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz will deliver the 

keynote address at the Washington Auto Show (WAS) next 

week, January 22, during Industry/Media Day. Moniz drew a 

big crowd last year when he announced a new program at the 

WAS offering $50 million in federal funding for fuel-efficient 

vehicles. 

As Energy Secretary, Moniz is charged with growing the 

economy, enhancing security and protecting the environment, 

which puts DOE at the center of the alternative fuels movement.  

Before his appointment in 2013, Dr. Moniz was the Cecil and 

Ida Green Professor of Physics and Engineering Systems at 

MIT. While there, he served as the founding director of the MIT 

Energy Initiative and of the MIT Laboratory for Energy and the 

Environment.  He was the leader of multidisciplinary technology and policy studies on the future 

of nuclear power, coal, nuclear fuel cycles, natural gas and solar energy in a low-carbon world.  

“Sec. Moniz is a welcome addition to the WAS Industry/Media Day speaker line up, sharing the 

keynote spotlight with Johan de Nysschen, president of Cadillac Motor Division, who will 

headline the IMPA/WAPA breakfast,” said Kevin Reilly Auto Show chairman. “Speakers of this 

caliber jibe with our Public Policy Show, reputation on the global on the industry circuit where 

the goal is to mesh the activities of U.S. lawmakers and regulators with the design planning of 

the global auto industry.” 
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Energy Sec. Moniz is returning 
to the Auto Show by popular 
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Gearing up for the WAS Public Policy Preview Days  
During the Public Policy Days and through the consumer portion of the Washington Auto 

Show (WAS), will highlight for the media the industry’s fortitude and its vital contribution to 

U.S. communities and economies.  

Preview Days events, directed toward officials in government, industry and media, start on Wed., 

Jan. 21, with a showcase on Capitol Hill of nearly every vehicle “Made Across America,” to 

include the Detroit Three, no less than imports.  These new state of the art vehicles, many of 

which will be driven to DC by manufacturer representatives from across the U.S. will take place 

on Pennsylvania Ave. between 3
rd

 and 4
th

 Streets, NW. The Made Across America presentation 

will demonstrate that six years since the automaker bankruptcies, the auto industry is back!  

The Wednesday program will continue with a CARtalks symposium, sponsored by MEMA, on 

Capitol Hill in the Cannon House Office Building. A series of dynamic 10-minute talks, this 

unique public policy forum will tackle hot button industry issues such as connectivity, 

autonomous driving and alternative energy. The talks will feature planners and visionaries 

leading the industry, including Kristin Kolodge, executive director of Driver Interaction and 

Human Machine Interface at J.D. Power, and Peter Sweatman, director of the University of 

Michigan Transportation Research Institute.  

On Thursday, January 22, the events move to the Auto Show site within the Walter E. 

Washington Convention Center, for a daylong schedule of automaker and supplier 

announcements. The Media/Industry Day begins with an industry keynote address by Cadillac 

president Johan de Nysschen.  The U.S. keynote address following will be delivered by Energy 

Secretary Ernest Moniz (see previous story), an expanded array of Green Car Awards announced 

by the Green Car Journal, and the release of a highly anticipated report on the economic impact 

of the auto industry across America by Center for Automotive Research president Dr. Jay Baron.  

In addition, SAE International, which co-locates its 2015 Government/Industry Meeting with the 

WAS, features an afternoon plenary session on the theme of “Future Vehicles: Integrating 

Safety, Environment and Technology.”  

The program culminates in the Sneak Peek Preview, providing dealers and industry 

representatives a chance to see the new vehicles before the general public, along with the 

opportunity to network with members of the new Congress and notables from the Obama 

administration.  

Auto Show credentials, tickets and official event schedule sent to 
members earlier this month 

With show time happening next week on the 2015 Washington Auto Show the Show Committee 

wants to take care that all members have what they need to fully participate. As noted above, 

Industry/Media Days will occur Jan. 21-22 preparatory to the show opening to the public on 

Friday, Jan. 23, running through the following weekend, Feb. 1. 

The Auto Show Chairman memo from Kevin Reilly went to Dealers and Kindred-Line members 

of WANADA the week of Jan. 6, covering complimentary passes (for good customers and 

business associates) along with VIP passes that admit the bearer and up to three others on a one 

time basis.  Additionally, instructions were included for registering dealer sales representatives 

working at the show, along with the form that sales reps must complete for the District of 

Columbia licensing agents. Click here for the sales rep form. 

http://wanada.org/2015-was/2015_Sales_Rep_Participating_Form.pdf
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Events on Wed. Jan 21 are the Made Across America Program where drivers of new vehicles of 

all kind and variety will converge on Washington for a press conference at the foot of the U.S. 

Capitol, to be followed by a CARtalks symposium, sponsored by MEMA, in the Cannon House 

Office Building from 1:30-3:30 pm. To register for these events, click here. 

Thurs., Jan 23 on site at The Convention Center is Industry/Media Day where the industry 

keynoter will be Johan de Nysschen, president of Cadillac, and the U.S. keynoter will be Ernest 

Moniz, Secretary of Energy. The SAE Government Industry Conference opens in the afternoon. 

The Sneak Peek Preview Reception wraps up the day for notables from the Obama 

administration, the regulatory agencies and Congress.  The Sneak Peek is from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

On site at the Auto Show, Jan. 28, WANADA will host its membership at an exclusive reception. 

At that time, WANADA will honor its Time Dealer of the Year, Charles Stringfellow of Brown 

Automotive Group, and the Northwood University Dealer Education Awardee, Jim O'Connell of 

Jim Koons Automotive Companies. The event will take place from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the 

Convention Center in Room 103AB. Tickets are $50/person.  

Sponsors of the Member Reception at the Auto Show are Comcast Spotlight and Manheim 

Pennsylvania Auto Auction. Complimentary valet parking is sponsored by Jack Stone Signs. To 

register for WANADA’s Member Reception, click here. 

There is also a strong line-up of varied dealer staff seminars, including the always popular Metro 

Washington Tag and Title Seminar, conducted by a panel of motor vehicle agency operatives 

from DC, Maryland and Virginia. To register for any seminar, click here. 

For everyone’s convenience, Kevin Reilly’s cover memo from Jan. 6 with the details on the 

various Auto Show activities and events is available by clicking here. 

For information on all Auto Show activities contact Kristina Henry or Kathy Teich in the 

WANADA office at (202) 237-7200 or kh@wanada.org or kt@wanada.org, respectively     

Hands-on Contest returns to Auto Show with Hyundai Sonata 
The Hands-On Contest returns to the 

Washington Auto Show (WAS), with organizers 

fielding another group of determined contestants 

looking to win a brand new Hyundai Sonata.  

The Hands-On Contest, in which Auto Show 

contestants must stay in physical contact with the 

prized vehicle for several days, first wowed 

Washingtonians in 1999 when the match came 

down to a test of wills between two officers from 

the Army and Navy. This year’s contest will begin 

Tuesday, January 27, and end at noon on Sunday, February 1.  

For the 2015 Hands-On Contest, the Washington Auto Show will update the classic event with 

various challenges to keep the contestants guessing – and everyone entertained. 

“The Hands-On Contest is a hallmark of the Washington Auto Show that puts the thrill of 

winning a new car literally within arm’s reach,” said Kevin Reilly, chairman of the 2015 

Washington Auto Show. “We thank the Washington Area Hyundai Dealers for sponsoring this 

Participants in this year’s Hands-On Contest 
have a chance to win a new Hyundai Sonata.   

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eadf9btt82ce490a&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eadc9quoc32f844a&oseq=&c=&ch=
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=ce9d7wdab&oeidk=a07eadinumc4952cf68
http://wanada.org/2015-WAS/2015_WAS_memorandum.pdf
mailto:kh@wanada.org
mailto:kt@wanada.org
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contest and allowing us to showcase Hyundai’s cutting edge technology and award-winning 

products.” 

For a chance to compete in the WAS Hands-On Contest, area residents may register through 

www.washingtonautoshow.com no later than Sunday, January 18, at 6 p.m. Prospective 

contestants will be asked to provide a short explanation of why they want to compete and why 

they want to win the car. Thirty applicants will be chosen from that pool of registrants to qualify 

for the next round, from which a final group of 10 will be screened and selected by WAS 

organizers to participate in the final stage of the competition.  

Up for grabs this year, is a brand new 2015 Hyundai Sonata SE, boasting a 185-hp, 2.4L GDI  

4-cylinder engine. Contest rules require that all participants remain connected to the car for the 

duration of the contest. The last person remaining in physical contact with the prize vehicle will 

likely win it. With more than one contestant going the distance in the contest the winner will be 

determined by drawing.    

Auto Show features 36-foot tennis court 
 Washington Auto Show (WAS) will serve up a new level of interactive fun for visitors in 

2015 with a special USTA/Mid-Atlantic Section tennis exhibit. In partnership with the United 

States Tennis Association Mid-Atlantic Section, the Auto Show will feature a 36-foot tennis 

court, serving cage and other tennis activities for all 10 days of the show.   

The tennis highlight of the show will take place Friday, January 30 – Tennis Day at the Auto 

Show – when visitors to the USTA/Mid-Atlantic exhibit will have the opportunity to learn from 

the pros in tennis clinics and the chance to win Wilson tennis rackets.  

“We’re delighted to bring together two of Washington’s favorite pastimes – tennis and the 

Washington Auto Show,” said Kevin Reilly, WAS chairman. “Washingtonians love their tennis, 

and we’re grateful to the USTA/Mid-Atlantic Section for providing some great tennis activities 

for visitors to the show.” 

NADA briefs area dealers on fair credit compliance in the context 
of regulatory overreach by CFPB 

 As has been the case with other regulatory briefings, WANADA joined NADA last week 

in staging a presentation on Fair Credit law compliance that turned out a standing-room-only 

crowd of Washington area dealer representatives.  Because of the draconian regulatory mentality 

of the Obama administration’s Consumer Finance Protection Bureau, dealers have two problems:  

1) CFPB’s position that the financial institutions they regulate should compensate dealer credit 

arrangers by way of flat fees as opposed to a rating system because 2) auto dealers regularly 

discriminate against minorities who wind up with higher rates on car loans than non-minorities. 

The challenge with the second problem for dealers is CFPB’s contention that dealers 

discriminate against minority car loan customers even when it’s non-intentional because 

discrimination occurs by “disparate impact” meaning that a minority with a credit offer not as 

favorable as a non-minority is a victim of discrimination in violation of the fair credit laws. 

NADA has taken exception to CFPB’s “disparate impact” position on discrimination on car 

loans, the impasse being the agency’s lack of accountability to Congress under the Finance 

http://www.washingtonautoshow.com/
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Reform Law which created it. In response to this, NADA intends to reintroduce legislation befor 

the last Congress to nullify CFPB’s controversial advisory to banks on car loans from last year.  

To deal with the prospect of Fair Credit law reprisals against dealer credit arranger that CFPB 

has put in play, NADA has created a dealer guidance manual entitled “Fair Credit Compliance 

Policy & Program.”  

A good bit of the NADA briefing dealt with the compliance manual that provides a management 

solution in the dealership of CFPB’s specious “disparate impact,” position. Principal components 

covered by NADA lawyers were the recommendations that a Fair Credit program be established; 

that dealers have their Fair Credit Policy posted in plain view in the store; and that a manager be 

assigned to administer the program. 

To have a look at NADA’s Fair Credit Compliance Policy Program publication that was the 

subject of the briefing click here. 

Maryland dealers should stop defacing returned plates 
The Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration has started using a digital imaging process 

for all plates being returned. A picture of the plate will be taken and the plate number will be 

marked as destroyed in the MVA Perpetual Inventory System. To ensure proper cancellation, the 

camera must be able to read the entire plate number.  

The MVA, therefore asks that dealers no longer mark through or deface plates being returned. 

The stickers can still be defaced before they are sent to the MVA to be destroyed. 

Seller beware: NH dealers victimized by bad checks 
What happened in New Hampshire could happen here: Close to a dozen dealers there 

have been defrauded by a couple buying parts or tires with bad checks. The couple, in their 30s, 

used the names Amanda and James Moore, and the checks were drawn on Citizens Bank or Bank 

of America.  

Each check has been for around $800. One dealer found that the bank account number, names, 

addresses and phone number were all valid; another found that none of them were. The accounts 

were marked “Frozen/Blocked” or had insufficient funds.  

Strong December finishes a stellar sales year 
Better-than-expected December sales helped the 

industry bring in the most successful year since 2006. 

Results exceeded expectations as lower gas prices, 

generous automaker incentives, and returning consumer 

confidence brought the month’s sales up 11 percent from 

a year ago.  

General Motors, despite its massive recalls, sold more 

cars than any other automaker in 2014, as its sales rose 

19 percent. “Consumers felt good about the direction of 

the economy, interest rates and fuel prices were low, and 

our dealers did a great job introducing customers to our 

Toyota Camry was the best-selling car 

for the 13
th

 year running.  

http://www.nada.org/regulatory_affairs/faircreditlanding.htm
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incredible range of new and redesigned vehicles,” said Kurt McNeil, GM vice president of U.S. 

sales operations.  

Fiat/Chrysler came out swinging as sales jumped 20 percent in its best December since 2004. 

Though Ford sales were up only 1 percent, the company had its best December since 2005 and 

was the best-selling brand for the fifth year running. Ford’s F-150 was the year’s best-selling 

truck (38
th

 year running) and the Toyota Camry the best-selling car (13
th

 straight year).   

Crossover and smaller SUVs have done well for some time, and low gas prices helped extend the 

popularity to full-size SUVs and trucks. May 2014 marked the first time that U.S. retail 

registrations of CUVs and SUVs exceeded cars, according to IHS Automotive.   

Luxury cars, too sold well in December, as luxury sales overall increased 15 percent. BMW was 

the top-selling luxury automaker.  

Asian brands outsold Detroit and European makes combined. Honda, Acura, Nissan and Toyota 

all saw sales gains. 

Even better news for dealers, average transaction prices were up 2.5 percent from December 

2013, to $34,367, the highest on record, according to Kelley Blue Book. Hyundai-Kia saw the 

biggest percentage gain of the major manufacturers at 5.5 percent.  

And for 2015? 
Will auto sales continue to be the gift that keeps on giving, especially now that the rest of 

the economy seems to be catching up? Some economists are optimistic about 2015; others say, 

not so fast. 

Several have forecast sales of 17 million or more, with crossovers, SUVs and trucks leading the 

way. At least for the first half of the year, low gas prices should continue to boost sales. But 

other analysts, such as longtime industry observer Jesse Snyder of Automotive News, point out 

that a six-year streak of sales gains would be the first since the 1920s.  

Art Spinella of CNW Research predicts 17.1 million sales this year, with the caveat that 

automakers must boost incentives even more than they did in 2014. Currently, Spinella said, 

“more than 95 percent of all models offered have some significant dealer or consumer 

enticement.” That is especially the case with leases. Incentives are 6 percent higher than a year 

ago, according to TrueCar. 

CNW also predicts that transaction prices will drop this year, to 81 percent of MSRP from the 

current 84 percent.  

Wall Street Journal writer Spencer Jakab sounds two other notes of cautions: Retail lending rates 

are favorable, but the Federal Reserve will likely raise borrowing costs in 2015. More broadly, 

the amount that Americans drive is 9 percent lower than during the housing boom, adjusted for 

population. Many in the industry are waiting anxiously to see if that will be a long-term trend.  

Chipping away at Obamacare, Part I 
The new Republican-controlled Congress plans to pass a series of bills attacking the 

Affordable Care Act bit by bit, as a more viable strategy than outright repeal. The House last 

Thursday passed the first such measure, changing the definition of full-time workers who must 

be offered health insurance to those working 40 hours a week rather than 30, as in the original 

law.  
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Under current law, all employers with 50 or more full-time employees must offer them health 

insurance, starting January 1, 2015. A dozen Democrats joined all Republicans in the House to 

change the definition of full-time, and the Senate looks likely to pass the measure. But President 

Obama has already said he will veto it.  

The Bulletin will continue to keep you informed on developments affecting the Affordable Care 

Act.   

Correction! 

Historic Vehicle Assn. bringing Futurliner to Auto Show 
 A recent WANADA Bulletin incorrectly stated that General Motors is bringing the 

Futurliner to the Washington Auto Show. In fact, the Historic Vehicle Association will bring the 

Futurliner. The Shelby Cobra Daytona coupe became the first car entered into the National 

Historic Vehicle Register, not the Shelby Mustang as was reported. We regret the errors.   

-- The Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        

 

 

 

  

 

Thought for the Week…     
The ultimate tragedy is not the oppression and cruelty by evil people, but the silence and 

inaction over it by good people. 

     -- Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 


