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Dealers Look Beyond òGreat Recessionó at WANADA Luncheon 
Optimism Abounds for the Industry and Washington Marketplace 

A robust crowd of 

WANADA members, 

associates, friends and 

affiliates filled the ballroom 

at the Capitol Hill Hyatt 

Regency on Thursday of this 

past week for the WANADA 

Annual Meeting and 

Luncheon, which provided 

the opportunity for attendees 

to reflect on the state of the 

worldôs financial affairs, 

catch up with old friends, 

and gain insights on the 

future of the governmentôs 

new relationship with their 

industry. 

Headlining this yearôs luncheon were Rep. Chris Van Hollen 

(D-Md.) who spoke forcefully of the need to ensure that 

dealers are taken into account as the industry recovers from 

the ñGreat Recessionò and James Dinegar, president of the 

Greater Washington Board of Trade, who made a compelling 

case for the ongoing economic strength and financial viability 

of the Washington, DC region.  
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Rep. Van Hollen presents Tamara Darvish 
as chairman of WANADA a Congressional 
Certificate of Appreciation for her leadership 
in the recovery of the auto industry.  

 

Jim Dinegar, CEO, Board of Trade 

WANADA chairman Tamara Darvish preceded the 

lunch speakers with a lively review of the industry and 

regional automobile market over the past 12 months, 

which included an animated and humorous segment on 

WANADAôs leadership, of which she has been a part 

since the late 1990s.  

Getting down to business, Ms. Darvish praised fellow 

WANADA members for having been engaged in the 

destiny of their industry like never before, noting that it 

was Washington area dealers who mobilized key 

members of Congress, like Van Hollen, House Majority 

Leader Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) and Sen. Barbara Mikulski 

(D-Md.) to put in place recovery programs like the Cash-

for-Clunkers, vehicle sales tax deductibility, and, most 

critically, the federal bail-out of Chrysler and GM.  

ñWithout your willingness to come to Capitol Hill and 

educate members of Congress on the importance of the 

automobile industry to America, we would not be where 

we are today,ò she said. She particularly recognized Jack 

Fitzgerald in this regard with whom she said she had 

worked shoulder to shoulder in the effort to preserve 

dealer rights in the reorganizations of Chrysler and GM.  

Picking up on that theme, Rep.Van Hollen said he remained hopeful that a non-legislative 

solution to restoring the rights of dealers who lost franchises in the bankruptcies of GM and 

Chrysler can be reached, but that he was prepared to move forward with HR 2743, which he and 

others introduced in the House, if need be. ñThis is a proposition about simple fairness,ò he said, 

noting that he saw no reason why bankruptcy reorganization by the OEMs should be used as an 

excuse to eliminate otherwise viable and profitable dealerships. ñThat is unconscionable,ò Van 

Hollen said, dramatically underscoring his commitment to dealer rights legislation. 

As CEO of the Board of Trade, James Dinegar told the 

audience that prospects for economic growth in the region 

were very high, particularly as the region continues in its 

drive to become the technological center of the country in 

addition to its role as the center of government. The 

Washington region is the ñsmartest and wealthiest region 

in the nation,ò he said, noting that 47% of residents have 

a college degree and another 25% advanced degrees. The 

three wealthiest counties in the country- Arlington, 

Fairfax and Montgomery- are situated here too, he said, 

and with the governmentôs unprecedented involvement in 

the private sector, the region is poised to displace New York as the financial center of the U.S.  

 Dinegar pointed out that the region is also destined to become the ñthought leaderò on 

environmental matters in America, offering as evidence of this the fact ñthat there are more 

Toyota Prius owners here than anywhere else.ò He said the BOT was already at work creating 

the ñNational Center for Sustainabilityò here, whose purpose would be to research and develop 

new ways for society to grow in environmentally friendly ways. He credited the Washington 

Auto Show, already known on the industryôs circuit as the ñPublic Policy Show,ò as the perfect 
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Outgoing Chairman Tamara Darvish flanked by 
WANADA CEO Gerard Murphy (L) and 
incoming chairman George Doestch  

vehicle to promote this new regional focus, anticipating, as he said he was, Washington 

becoming ñthe biggest and most important auto show in the country.ò 

Looking ahead, Dinegar pointed to the regionôs 6.2 million residents who were already feeling 

more optimistic about the future and that a recent BOT consumer confidence survey of the 

market here suggests that the area will lead the country out of the recession.  
 
 

WANADA Members Elect 2010 Board, Officers  

There was also the requisite association business 

required of the WANADA membership at the Annual 

Meeting where a portion of the Board of Directors is 

replaced by new board members either elected or re-

elected to three year terms. The following dealers 

will join or continue with the Board in 2010: John 

Bowis, Chevy Chase Cars; Robert Fogarty, Sport 

Automotive; Ralph Mastantuono, Mercedes Benz 

of Alexandria; Kevin Reilly,  Alexandria Hyundai; 

Charles Stringfellow, Brown Automotive and 

Rory Schick, Manassas Chrysler.  

 

The new Board then went forward and elected 

officers for the next year. They are as follows: 

George Doestch, chairman, Apple Ford; Chip 

Lindsay, vice-chairman, Lindsay Automotive; Danny Korengold, secretary, Ourisman 

Automotive of Virginia; and Richard Patterson, treasurer, RRR Automotive. Charles 

Stringfellow will continue on the Executive Committee as chairman of the Auto Show 

Committee and Ralph Mastantuono joins the Executive Committee as chairman of the 

Insurance Committee. Tamara Darvish remains on the Executive Committee as 

immediate-past-chairman as does Gerard Murphy as president and CEO. 

Those dealers cycling off the Board, who were recognized by the chairman for their leadership, 

were: Michael Beyer, Don Beyer Volvo; Nick Champeau, Easterns Automotive; Jack 

Fitzgerald, Fitzgerald Auto Malls; Jim OôConnell, Jim Koons Automotive; and John 

Ourisman, Ourisman Automotive. 

The WANADA Board consists of at least 16 WANADA dealers and one kindred-line 

representative turning over at least five seats by an election of the membership each year. 
 

Additional Meeting Highlightsé   

 

 

 

 
 

Past chairman Jack Fitzgerald, flanked by the incoming and outgoing 
chairmen, George Doestch and Tamara Darvish, is recognized for his 
many years and invaluable contributions on the WANADA Board.  
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Fitzgerald Auto Mallsô Scott Addison is recognized by NADA vice president 

for legislative affairs, David Regan, for his extraordinary contributions in 

facilitating the ultimate success of the Cash-for-Clunkers Program. He served 

as special advisor to NADA and the National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration (NHTSA) on the regulations that guided the program. 

WANADA is grateful to AutoTrader.com for its generous 
sponsorship of the 2009 Annual Meeting. Pictured with keynote 
speaker Jim Dinegar of the Board of Trade( R) are 
AutoTrader.com representatives Matt Handley and Sandra 
Wilson. 

Chevy Chase Plaza 
5301 Wisconsin Ave. NW 
Washington, DC  20015 

Jim OôConnell, Jim Koons Automotive (L) who 
served six years on the WANADA Board is joined 
by Joe Paul, Early, Cassidy & Schilling, Inc., (C) 
and Jim Koons 

(Meeting Highlights cont.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
WANADA Headquarters Gets a Makeover 
No-cost Renovation Yields Brighter, More Functional Offices and Improved Conference Facilities  

 

WANADAôs Friendship Heights, DC, headquarters site 

since 1999 will continue to house operations in the same office 

space under the terms of a long-term lease which renewed this 

month. Taking advantage of a renterôs market late last year, 

WANADAôs Board of Directors negotiated especially favorable 

renewal terms for the years ahead, which included fresh paint, 

new carpeting and a completely refurbished conference room. 

The value of the renovations, in the six figures, cost the 

association nothing in terms of out-of-pocket costs as they 

were negotiated into the terms of the lease. 

WANADAôs conference room has been expanded into a 

small, eco-friendly, conference center able to accommodate 

25 persons with state-of-the art audio visual and teleconference facilities built in. 
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WANADA dealers are invited to utilize their association�¶s centrally located conference 
facilities for such things as line group and advertising co-op meetings. Onsite garage parking 
and full service catering are also available. 

For more information on reserving the WANADA Conference Center contact Trish Frisbee at 

(202) 237-7200 or TF@wanada.org 

 
 
The Trouble with Electrics 
BMW Finds òWe have a lot to learnó 

 

BMW recently released the early results of field 

tests of its electric Mini and says the findings indicate there 

is much to learn and even more to do before there can be 

widespread use of electric vehicles.  

Rich Steinberg, BMW North America manager of electric 

vehicle operations and strategy, said the companyôs small-

scale rollout of several hundred E-Mini  tests in Los 

Angeles, New Jersey and New York was more difficult than 

expected and that the biggest problem is infrastructure. 

BMW is leasing the cars to customers in what is a big R&D project and has found that installing 

the necessary battery chargers in homes and buildings was seldom easy and regularly took longer 

than the company expected. The ñmajority of owners are thrilled to be involved in the program,ò 

BMW reported, but also noted that ñrange anxietyò is still a big factor in convincing people to 

buy the vehicle.  

The Mini E has a 35-kilowatt-hour battery comprising 5,088 laptop-type lithium-ion cells, and it 

typically must be charged daily. It can take more than 24 hours to charge using the 12-amp cord 

plugged into a standard 110-volt wall socket. A 32-amp cord plugged into a 220 cuts that to 4.5 

hours, but either way homeowners need permits and municipal approval to install the $5,000 

charging stations required to keep the Mini E going. BMW noted that not many of the drivers in 

the field test were prepared for the infrastructure-related challenges that emerged.  

Considering the results of its field test, BMW will almost certainly get more involved with plug-

in hybrids that include hyper-efficient gas-powered generators, which are more efficient than a 

normal car engine, because theyôre designed to run at only one or two speeds, and also charge 

from the grid like the Mini E. However, the companyôs stance is also that the electric car would 

have more potential to compete with plug-ins, hybrids and traditional cars, if a public charging 

infrastructure were in place. 

BMW believes that based on its Mini E field test data, eight key factors would ease the 

acceptance of electric cars: 

 Standardized Plug design: No worldwide standard of connectors currently exists. The 

Society of Automotive Engineers is expected to adopt a universal charging plug ð 

known in the EV biz as SAE J1772 ð sometime next year, but for now manufacturers 

are going their own way.  


