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Show Time! 
The 2010 Washington Auto Show Launches Next Week 

 

The vehicles are in place, the staging is complete, the advertising is up and running, the 

celebrity guests are scheduled, the Official Program has been printed and the time to open the 

doors and launch the 2010 Washington Auto Show (WAS) has nearly arrived.  The first pre-

show day is the Green Car Summit on Capitol Hill, Monday, January 25, in the Caucus Room of 

the Cannon House Office Bldg.  Public 

Policy Day OnSite follows on Tuesday, 

January 26, with presentations and 

conferences running from 8:00 am 

through 5:00 pm. The show opens to the 

public Wednesday, January 27, finishing 

out the week through January 31. 

“We are very excited about this year’s show because it absolutely establishes us as the Public 

Policy Show on the prestige auto show circuit,” said WAS Chairman Charles Stringfellow, Jr. 

“Nowhere else in the world are you going to find the interplay between government and industry 

as widely demonstrated as here on the floor of The Washington Auto Show,” he added. 

Public Policy Day OnSite will be headlined by Ford 

CEO and chairman Alan Mulally and EPA 

administrator Lisa Jackson, both of whom will speak 

on Tuesday. But many other government and 

industry luminaries will be making presentations, as 

well as the WAS plays hosts to the annual meetings 

of the Electric Drive Transportation Association 

(EDTA) and SAE International. Between them, the 

groups have lined up addresses from Sen. Orin Hatch 

(R-UT), Sen. Byron Dorgan (D-ND.) Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN.), former NY Governor 

George Pataki, AutoNation chairman and CEO Mike Jackson, and noted auto writer Jean 

Jennings, president of Automobile Magazine.  

Headlines… 
Show Time! The 2010 Washington Auto Show Launches Next Week 
Don’t Miss This Seminar. The New and Used Vehicle Sales Outlook for the Washington Market 
MD Governor Proposes Electric Vehicle and Job Credits 
Changes Coming for VA Temporary Tags 
GM and Chrysler Dealers: To Arbitrate or Not to Arbitrate 
Automotive News Urges Gm to Go To NADA 
Join Us. At the VADA/MADA/WANADA Joint Reception at NADA Convention 
Is America Ready for an $8,000 Nano? 
Foldable Trailer May Offer New Profit Opportunity 
In Memoriam Frank L. Cowles, Jr.  

Thought for the week… 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WANADA Member Briefing, Chrysler, GM & the 

Industry Turmoil 

06/08/2009 

http://wanada.org/calendar/event.php?ID=122&Date=2009-06-08
http://wanada.org/calendar/event.php?ID=122&Date=2009-06-08
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Friday, January 29, 2010 

9:00 a.m. - Registration 
9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. - Program 
 

NADA Chief Economist 
Paul Taylor 

AutoTrader.com’s 
Howard Polirer 

Win a chance at a free Flip Camera 
when you attend this seminar 

Alternative fuels is the topic at The Green Car Summit on Capitol Hill, 

where attendees on Monday will be hearing from Stefan Jacoby, CEO of 

Volkswagen Group of America and Scott Becker, SVP at Nissan North 

America and others.  

Of course the “cars are the stars” in this Auto Show, which lives up to its 

slogan ñChange Happens Here,ò with all the new models on display as well 

as the breakthrough technologies to be exhibited in the Advanced 

Technology Superhighway pavilion.  

WANADA members and a host of other Washington notables will have the first opportunity to 

view and tour the Auto Show during the Sneak Peek Preview on Tuesday, after Public Policy 

Day, from 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm. The WANADA Member Reception, sponsored by Comcast 

Spotlight and Enterprise, commences at 5:00 pm. Click here to register. 

“Besides being positioned on the international auto show circuit as Washington is, the new 

vehicle market here is one of the strongest anywhere, which bodes well for a positive public 

response and attendance at this Auto Show,” said WAS producer Gerard Murphy.  “We have an 

extraordinary team of organizers and partners that have made Washington the successful auto 

show it has become and we’re determined to see that continue,” he said. 

 

The 2010 Washington Auto Show  

Automobile Business Seminar Series! 
 

The New and Used Vehicle Sales Outlook 
The Washington Market 
 
NADA Economist Paul Taylor  
 AutoTrader.com’s Howard Polirer  
 

Cost: $99 per person.   Click here to register 

 

A detailed look at the new and used vehicle sales outlook for the Washington 

market area from two experts in the field. Paul Taylor, NADA chief economist 

holds a master’s and doctoral degrees in economics from Virginia Polytechnic 

Institute and State University and is a recognized expert in auto business trend 

analysis.  

He will be sharing his thoughts on new and used vehicle 

sales prospects in the Washington market. Taylor will be 

joined by Howard Polirer, director for industry relations 

at AutoTrader.com, who will share with attendees a detailed analysis of the used 

vehicle sales activity in the Washington market and more importantly, the keys to 

understanding how consumers are using the web to find and buy used 

vehicles, what those customers look like and how best to attract them to your 

dealership. 

 

This is a seminar that will be illuminating for dealers, GMs, GSMs, Used Operations 

Managers and Internet specialists.  

https://www.regisys.com/auto10c/Check.asp
https://www.regisys.com/auto10Sem/Start.asp
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Governor Martin O’Malley 

MD Governor Proposes Electric Vehicle and Job Credits  
Gov. Martin O'Malley wants to give electric vehicle buyers in 

Maryland as much as a $2,000 credit against the state’s motor vehicle 

excise tax. The tax break is part of a package of renewable energy 

initiatives he announced this week and would last for three years. It 

would be similar to a program launched when hybrid cars were first 

brought to the market. The cost is estimated at $270,000 in 2011. 

 

No electric cars are yet available on the market, but the soon to be 

launched GM (Volt) and Nissan (Leaf) would qualify for the credit. 

 

The governor is also proposing a $3,000 tax credit for companies that hire unemployed workers 

as a way to stimulate job growth and wants the General Assembly to pass an expansion to the 

Historic Tax Credit, which he says will also create new jobs. 

 

The governor’s renewable energy plan calls for Maryland to generate 20 percent of its electricity 

via renewable sources within 10 years, much of it from wind energy farms located in or near the 

Chesapeake Bay.  
 
 

Changes Coming for VA Temporary Tags  

The Virginia Motor Vehicle Dealer Board (MVDB) is heading toward a quick decision to 

permit dealers to print temporary tags in lieu of using the cardboard tags they have used for 

years. The MVDB indicated its intentions at its last meeting January 11, 2010. 

There are presently two companies that are providing this product and a third is testing it.  It will 

allow dealers to print temp tags from any printer in the dealership.  The printed tag is then placed 

in a sleeve distributed by the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles to affix to a purchaser’s 

vehicle.  MVDB also noted that going to this system will allow the Commonwealth to 

immediately know the owner to whom the temporary tag has been registered, thereby eliminating 

the problem of dealers being liable for traffic tickets.  DMV expects that the temporary tag on 

demand system will replace the current system of issuing cardboard tag blanks in a very short 

time.   

 

GM and Chrysler Dealers: To Arbitrate or Not to Arbitrate 

FILING DEADLINE TO DEMAND ARBITRATION IS January 25.  

GM and Chrysler dealers who intend to file for arbitration through the American Arbitration 

Association (AAA) must do so by next week January 25, 2010.  The AAA has asked us to 

remind dealers that this deadline is set in statute and CANNOT be extended. AAA must have a 

dealerôs complaint in their office by January 25
th

.  A postmark on that date is not 

sufficient.  A request for arbitration sent to AAA will automatically be sent to GM.  GM 

dealers do not need to send an additional copy of the demand to GM.  Chrysler dealers 

must deliver a demand for arbitration directly to Chrysler in addition to filing with AAA.  

Chrysler must receive a dealerôs demand on or before January 25
th
.  
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WHAT HAPPENS AFTER FILING A DEALER DEMAND FOR ARBITRATION? 

 

The AAA recognizes that the law governing dealer-manufacturer arbitrations requires a 

streamlined process.  The AAA is currently developing an Initiation Letter which dealers will 

receive shortly after filing their demand for arbitration.  The letter will provide dealers with a 

timeline and explanation of what the dealer can expect in the arbitration process.  Dealers who 

have already filed can expect to receive this letter within the next 10 to 14 days.   

Michelle Skipper at the AAA has confirmed the following information regarding the arbitration 

process for a dealer: 

 Once you file the demand for arbitration, a Case Manager will be assigned.  You will 

receive correspondence from him or her and can contact your Case Manager with any 

questions you may have regarding your arbitration. 

 Unlike typical arbitrations, GM and Chrysler will not have an “Answer Period” in which 

to respond to the dealers demand for arbitration. 

 Dealers will receive the entire roster of arbitrators available to hear Dealer-Manufacturer 

arbitrations in this state.  This is not typical.  In other types of arbitration, the AAA 

provides only a few arbitrators from which the parties select an arbitrator. 

 Fees may be paid by a corporate credit card as long as the credit card also includes the 

name of the individual filing the demand for arbitration.  The reason for requiring this is 

to verify that you are an authorized user of the credit card. 

Dealers with questions may contact Michelle Skipper with the American Arbitration Association 

at 704-643-8605. 
 

Automotive News Urges GM to Go To NADA  

Automotive News editorialized this week that “GM’s top executives should attend next 

month's National Automobile Dealers Association Convention” in Orlando, Fla., to show it does 

in fact care about its dealers 

 

GM had said late last year and reiterated this month that it wouldn’t be attending the annual 

event for financial reasons. Many GM dealers believe, however, that the company declined to 

attend because NADA supported and worked hard to pass legislation to restore dealer rights lost 

in the GM bankruptcy proceedings.   

Automotive News says “GM could send a powerful message by investing in a couple of 

coach seats and hotel rooms in Orlando for CEO Ed Whitacre, president Mark Reuss and the 

company's sales executives to attend the important franchise meetings at the convention (where)  

together they can meet and greet dealers, answer questions and listen to dealer concerns.”  

WANADA agrees. 
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Join Us! 

MADA, VADA & WANADA Come Together on Reception at the 
2010 NADA Convention in Orlando, Fla. 
The Ritz Carlton - Da Vinci Terrace 
Sunday, Feb 14, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
 

Dealer members headed to Orlando, Fl, 

for the 2010 NADA Convention in a few weeks 

will be welcomed by their three associations, 

MADA, VADA and WANADA at their joint 

reception on the Da Vinci Terrace at the beautiful 

Ritz Carlton. Arrangements are set for Sunday 

night, Feb 14, 2010. 

This year’s joint reception, recognized by veteran 

conventioneers as one of NADA’s “best parties,” 

promises to deliver another memorable evening 

of camaraderie and good cheer!  

 

Is America Ready for an $8,000 Nano?  

The world's cheapest car ($2,500) is going to be 

coming to the U.S. in about three years but it will be a bit 

more expensive when it arrives.  

India’s Tata Motors, the builder of the Nano says that 

before it can be sold here, the car's two-cylinder, 623cc 

engine will have to be engineered to meet U.S. tailpipe 

standards, air bags added, the roof strengthened and the 

front bumper lengthened to meet U.S. 5-mph crash 

standards. The car’s interior, flat bucket seats, controls 

and steering wheel also will have to be changed to 

comply with U.S. safety standards.  

Tata says it is not deterred, however, noting that it already 

has made a European version of the four-seat car it hopes 

to sell here that complies with all European standards. It 

is equipped with 12-inch diameter tires, electric windows 

in the front and crank windows in the back, gets 50 mpg 

on the highway and has a top speed of 65 mph. That car 

will cost about $8,000 when it debuts in 2011. 

Americans are beginning to take to smaller vehicles. It will be interesting to see if Nano suits 

their fancy as well. 

 

http://www.detnews.com/article/20100121/AUTO03/1210370/1148/AUTO01/$2-500-Nano-faces-price-hike-in-U.S.-move
http://www.detnews.com/article/20100121/AUTO03/1210370/1148/AUTO01/$2-500-Nano-faces-price-hike-in-U.S.-move
http://www.detnews.com/article/20100121/AUTO03/1210370/1148/AUTO01/$2-500-Nano-faces-price-hike-in-U.S.-move
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Thought for the week… 

I’m not part of any organized political party. I’m a Democrat.  
 

--Wil Rogers 

 

Foldable Trailer May Offer New Profit Opportunity 

With more and more consumers stepping back from buying large SUV or pickups but 

still wanting to take their gear with them wherever they go, dealers may want to look into a 

trailer franchise as a new profit opportunity. 

This is not an endorsement of this product by WANADA, but trailer builder Yakima Products 

Inc., of Portland, Ore. saw the trend coming and has developed a radically new trailer than can 

convert to carry as many as eight bicycles, six kayaks or various combinations of bikes, floats 

and other gear, including rooftop cargo boxes.  

Available in two sizes, the trailers are made from aluminum and, in a radical departure from the 

norm, are designed to store flat against a garage wall when not in use.  

There is 66-inch wide version that can carry as much as five kayaks or a cargo box and three 

kayaks or a canoe and two bicycles or as many as six bicycles.  

The 78-inch-wide version can be upgraded with heavy-duty springs to carry 300 pounds, 

including seven kayaks or bicycles or various combinations of bikes and kayaks or canoes and 

cargo boxes.  

For more information on the trailer and franchising opportunities go to www.yakima.com.  

 

 

In Memoriam Frank L. Cowles, Jr 

Enclosed with this Bulletin is the memorial report WANADA published earlier this week about 

the passing of Frank Cowles, Jr., of Cowles Automotive. To his family and many friends 

WANADA extends its sincerest sympathy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Washington Area New Automobile Dealers Association 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Nancy_Astor/
http://www.yakima.com/
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IN MEMORIAM 

 

Frank L. Cowles, Jr. 

Cowles Automotive Stores 

  

 

WANADA reports with sadness the passing of longtime Washington area dealer, Frank Cowles, Jr.   

He died last weekend at the age of 80. 

 

Frank founded Cowles Nissan, Cowles Chrysler and Cowles Parkway Ford all in Woodbridge, Va. Earlier in 

his career; he was counsel and on the executive team of the Rosenthal Companies in Arlington, Va. 

Besides being a lawyer and an automobile dealer, he was also proud of his past service in the United 

States Marines and as an officer of the peace. Close friends affectionately referred to him as “The 

Sheriff.” He also served as chairman of the board of the Arlington-based Virginia Commerce Bank. 

 

He is survived by his wife Leila Rachid Cowles, who once served as ambassador to the U.S. from 

Paraguay, and his sons Steven Cowles and Monte Cowles, both of whom worked with their father in the 

Cowles dealerships. 

 

The family will receive visitors at Pierce Funeral Home, 9609 Center Street, Manassas, VA on Thursday, 

Jan. 21, from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm.  Interment later will be private. 

 

Donations in lieu of flowers in his memory can be sent to the Second Amendment Foundation, SAF.org. 

 

To Frank’s family and many friends, WANADA extends its sincerest sympathy. 

 

 


